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HAVANA REPORTS ON: CHILEAN STUDENT PROTEST ACTIVITY 

Student Mobilization 
PA201627 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 20 Jun 86 
_["Our America" commentary -- read by Manolo Ortega] 


[Text] The government decision to turn over to the private sector 
approximately 800 secondary schools, which would leave 3,000 teachers 
without jobs, has led to intense student mobilizations in Chile. To 
this must be added the protests by the university students who are 
against the militarization of the higher education centers. 


These student protests have been taking place in the country for the past 
3 weeks. The regime has responded with increasing violence. In the last 
few days, Army troops and carabineros fired plastic bullets and used tear 
gas and water cannons against the demonstrators. They arrested more 

than 200 people and turned the streets, mostly in Santiago, into real 
battlefields. For the first time in Chile's history, the Catholic 
University was stormed by the police. 


The strikes and demonstrations are being staged prior to the nationwide 
strike called by the National Civil Assembly [ANC], which groups 
approximately 300 organizations and which on 2 and 3 July will demand an 
end to the military regime and call for the country's democratization. 


Jorge Pavez, president of the Association of Chilean Teachers, explained 
that by turning over the schools to the private sectors and laying off 
the teachers, the regime is trying to reduce the country's fiscal 
deficit in order to fulfill the impositions, without caring that this 
means hunger for the teachers and a lower educational level for the 
students. 


Referring to the ANC call for civil disobedience and the strike in July, 
Pavez said that the entire country is determined to struggle against the 
arbitrary actions by the regime despite the threats and the repression. 


In the face of the deep economic, political, and social crisis in Chile, 
the regime has closed the doors to understanding and dialogue and only 
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responds with more repression. This worsens the people's feelings of 
uncertainty about the future and provokes the growing unity of many 
sectors of society. 


The students mobilizations fall within the framework of the vast plan for 
civil disobedience. It also includes such actions as the suspension of 
activities for 1 minute every day, a halt to the purchase of some products 
that are advertised on the state television channels, and the nonpayment 
of taxes. 


Recently, ANC President Juan Luis Gonzalez warned that it is clear that 

the current Chilean regime cannot resolve the crisis or repair the damage 
caused throughout these past years. Gonzalez added that in the face of 

the people's demands for change, the regime has opted to intensify the 

war against the majority of the Chileans. He said that with this attitude, 
the military men are not showing strength but incompetence. 


Without bearing in mind this threat against its own existence, the 
Chilean military regime has reiterated that it will maintain the 
Constitution approved by the military junta to legalize the permanence 
in power of General Pinochet until 1997. If the current events in the 
South American country are analyzed, one can clearly see that such a 
period is really much too long to become a reality. 


200 Students Arrested 
PA181753 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 17 Jun 86 


[Text] Supported by a huge contingent of soldiers with their faces 
painted in black, police agents raided several Chilean universities 
during the first day of a students strike demanding autonomy for higher 
education centers. Some 200 professors and students were arrested 
during the raids. 


The violent repressive action ineluded the University of Santiago, the 
School of Teachers of the University of Chile, the eastern campus of 
the Catholic University, and the Diego Portal University, where 
demonstrations in support of the students strike were being held. 


Student Demonstrations Repressed 
PA260131 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 25 Jun 86 


[Text] Police forces in Santiago, Chile, repressed numerous 
demonstrations by university students who have completed nine days of a 
national strike to demand the country's democratization. The police 
pushed the Chilean University and the Blas Cano Institute of the Chilean 
capitai'’s archbishopric, several areas of which were occupied by the 
students who protested against the military's intervention in the higher 
learning institutions. 
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The protracted national strike convoked by the Chilean Students' 
Federation began on 16 June and will be added to the 48-hour strike 
organized by the Civic Assembly slated for early July. 


It has also been reported that Chilean authorities on Tuesday forbade a 
women's march convoked by organizations from several sectors to demand 
jobs, homes, health, education, and the right to live. 


Torture of Students 
¥1231918 Havana Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMI 22 Jun 86 


[Text] The torture of seven university students and the violent 
repression of a national student strike demonstrate the existence of a 
new escalation in the violation of human rights in Chile. Family 
members of the young people arrested on Tuesday said that, due to the 
blows received, one youth had to be hospitalized because he was in 
danger of dying. 


The student strike demands an end to military intervention in the 
universities. The civil assembly, made up of the majority of Chilean 


social organizations, is maintaining its call for a national general strike 


for 2 and 3 July as a way of demanding the democratization of the 
country. 


Student Arrests 
PA201720 Havana International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 20 Jun 86 


[Text] More than 100 teachers and students were arrested yesterday in 
Santiago, Chile, when they tried to go to the Education Ministry building 
to protest the regime's decision to turn secondary level schools into 
privately-owned enterprises. 


The Chilean police also arrested 11 women after repressing a 
demonstration by women in front of La Moneda, the presidential palace, 
to demand official explanations on the fate of more than 600 people 
who were arrested for political reasons and who are missing. 


The repressive stand of the government is becoming increasingly acute as 
the days when a nationwide strike convoked by various Chilean 
organizations for 2 and 3 July approach. 
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Police Raid University 
PA211940 Havana International Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 20 Jun 86 
[Text] Chilean militarized police forces have surrounded the Catholic 


University of Santiago, where some 500 students are carrying out a 
vigil to protest the Augusto Pinochet regime's educational policy. 





On Wednesday, the police raided the university and detained 95 students, 
at the request of the dean, who claimed that the youths were allegedly 
carrying out political activities. 


In another quarter, Julio Lago, president of the truckers union, confirmed 
that the truck owners have agreed to withdraw from the Social and Economic 
Council, a high-level organization that acts as an advisory group to 

the regime. They also decided to join the National Civic Assembly, in 
which six of the seven truckers federations now participate. 


Students Struggle Against Regime 
F1232010 Havana Television Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 22 Jun 86 


[Text] The struggle carried out by Chilean university students to 
prevent the university from becoming private has been converted into a 
true effort against the General Augusto Pinochet reyime. 


Work stoppages and people's protest demonstrations occur daily. The 
military regime has detained thousands of persons including more 
than 2,500 people in workers' suburbs. 


Despite the repression, preparations continue for the national work stoppage 
stoppage scheduled for 2 and 3 July. A large power outage has left the 
capital in the dark as well as part of the central area of the country 

as a result of a successful clandestine commando operation by the 
resistance. 


Police entered university grounds and seven students were tortured. 

The government has declared 19 communes (comunas) disaster areas because 
of violent wind and rain damage which aggravates the situation in the 
South American country even more. 

Because of the accusations of torture, the national committee of university 
associations has sent an urgent telegram to UN Secretary General Javier 


Perez de Cuellar. 


According to observers opinions, Pinochet's days are numbered. 


/12640 
CSO: 3348/650 
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CHILEAN-ARGENTINE COOPERATION EFFORTS HIGHLIGHTED 
Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 2 May 86 p 11 


[Report on interview with Brigadier Ernesto Videla, executive secretary of 
the [Chilean] National Commission on Economic Cooperation and Physical Inte- 
gration With Argentina; name of interviewer, place and date of interview not 
given] 


(Text] The unmistakable detente marking Chilean-Argentine bilateral rela- 
tions, and the interest being shown by both peoples and both Governments in 
seeking mutual understandings in all fields, are manifest and concrete facts 
stemming from the interchange in Rome of the instruments ratifying the Peace 
and Friendship Treaty signed by the two countries under the auspices of the 
Holy See on 2 May of last year, which gave birth to a new era in relations 
between the two countries. 


This was the view expressed to LA NACION by Brigadier Ernesto Videla, pres- 
ently the executive secretary of the Commission on Economic Cooperation and 
Physical Integration with Argentina, who also headed the Chilean national 
delegation during the mediation proceedings on the southern dispute, invol- 
ving negotiations that lasted more than 6 years. 


On 2 May of last year, the foreign ministers of Chile, Jaime del Valle, and 
of Argentina, Dante Caputo, interchanged, in Rome, in the presence of Pope 
John Paul II, the instruments ratifying the Peace and Friendship Treaty. 

On that occasion, and after having shaken hands, both ministers expressed 
the view that the agreement had opened the doors to integration between the 
two nations, putting an end to the distrust and tensions that had marked 
their bilateral relations. The event was characterized by the Holy Father, 
as well, as "the opening of a promising new era for both countries, respond- 
ing to the needs of their substantively common roots and destiny." 


Exactly 1 week ago today, on 24-25 April, the first meeting of the Bination- 
al Commission on Economic Cooperation and Physical Integration--a body pro-: 
vided for under Art 12 of the Peace and Friendship Treaty--was held in 
Buenos Aires. 














Following Through 


"After signing the interchanging of the ratification instruments," said 
Brigadier Videla, “the first order of business was to put into effect the 
provisions of the Treaty calling for the forming of the Binational Commis- 
sion on Economic Cooperation and Physical Integration and the Permanent Com- 
mission on Conciliation. Both were formed officially as of 18 October 1985 
in Santiago, exactly 1 year after the Chilean and Argentine delegations had 
received the text ot the agreement that was later signed by both Governments 
on 29 November 1984, 


"The Permanent Commission on Conciliation--whose function is to resolve any 

disputes that may arise in the future between the two countries--was consti- 
tuted with Uruguayan jurist Eduardo Jimenez de Arechaga, Ambassador Santiago 
Benadava, for Chile, and Argentine Deputy Jorge Vanossi, as its members. 


"At that point, the Binational Commission, made up of the Executive Secre- 
tariats for Cooperation and Physical Integration of each of the countries, 
began working, holding its first working session on 24-25 April in Buenos 
Aires." 


Brigadier Videla dwelt on the tangible effects that have flowed from the 
Peace and Friendship Treaty since its signing by the two countries. 


"There is a manifest detente in Chilean-Argentine relations," he said, “and 
interest on the part of both peoples in seeking approaches to understandings 
in the technological, scientific, cultural, educational, commercial and 
other fields. 


“We could draw up a very long list of all the efforts that have been under- 
taken between Chilean and Argentine businessmen, for example, to achieve in- 
tegration in the tourism, industrial and other fields. And these have been 
spontaneous etforts which have had their inception within both countries, 


"There are concrete realities that go beyond the provisions established by 
the Treaty. 


"As an Executive Secretariat," he added, “we have now undertaken, and will 
continue undertaking, a very profound study to determine what the concrete 
possibilities of reaching this goal of integrating our two countries really 
are. 


"This study must be very profound," he said, “because the existing economic 
policies between the two countries are different. There are also many dif- 
ferent structures. Things cannot be expected to change overnight. They 
must all be studied, and the interests of two countries whose realities and 
potentialities are different must be brought into harmony. Within each 
country there are also sectors with greater or lesser advantages and whose 
factual situations differ. Harmonizing regional and sectorial interests 
will clearly not be easy." 

















Slow Processes 


“The task is a difficult ome. The integration processes are not 24-hour 
undertakings. They are long-drawn-out, and the working out of the most 
advantageous agreements for both countries depends on the will to achieve 
them and on existing conditions. Things cannot be expected to change from 
one day to the next; all concerned must persevere in their search for suita- 
ble mechanisms to ensure that both countries gain in the process, that both 
countries produce goods, and that both countries profit from them. 


"We believe, and this must be emphasized," he added, “that if the meeting 
held by the Binational Commission achieved one important result, it was the 
extraordinary frankness that characterized the proceedings. 


"The Chilean and Argentine representatives-~all of us--understand what the 
limitations are that exist in our sectors and in our real worlds, and this 
makes it useless to approach any negotiations with the intent of hiding 
truths. Things here are addressed very frankly and clearly, and this-- 
together with the fact that Chile and Argentina are both seeking the good 
of both countries--facilitates our contacts. It is not a matter of setting 
individual goals for ourselves, and this enables us to approach the process 
together, jointly. Our determination to come to grips with the problems 
makes everything easier. 


“It is also very comforting," he said, “to find that we Chileans and Argen- 
tines understand that the aims achievable through integration are what we 
might call national aims, in that, they go beyond terms of office of Govern- 
ments. This is a permanent and ongoing process, in which the foundations 
are being laid that will subsequently enable things to proceed much more 
rapidly. 


“We want to advance as rapidly as possible," he added, “but in sure-footed 
steps, so as to avoid any mistakes that might occur, and that, should they 
occur, would be very hard to repair." 


Meeting of Minds 


Brigadier Ernest Videla indicated that, in these initial meetings, and with- 
in the general concept to which we attribute great importance, what is being 
sought is a “lubrification" of the provisions that govern trade between the 
two countries, an exact determination of the provisions and limitations that 
now exist, how they are being complied with, and how they can be harmonized 
so that facilities will really exist for both sides. "Because," he said, 
"streamlining what already exists as of now, we can begin to put the process 
of integration, as we have conceived it, into motion. Our foundations are 
laid on present realities; because of this and through this, we will seek 
the mechanisms that will facilitate the interchange, our integration." 














Promising Future 


“Absolutely convinced that peace is possible, and that integration is also 
possible," he says, “what we must do is work to consolidate both; because, 
remember, it is easier to achieve an objective than to maintain it." 


And in conclusion, asked how he assesses the future of integration, he re- 
plied: "Promising. Integration will depend on the will of each and everyone 
to achieve it. And that will exists. We are making a joint effort, but it 
is slow work. 


"And this work," he added, “could also be useful in achieving the aim that 
has so often been talked about--namely, the integration of Latin America, 
We don't want to posit ourselves as an example, or anything of the kind. 
But we are making an effort to achieve this aim between two countries that 
are akin to each other in many ways, and this effort could be opened to 
others." 


9399 
CSO: 3348/576 
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OPENING OF CHILEAN PORT TO ARGENTINE EXPORTS PROPOSED 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 3 May 86 p B2 
{First three paragraphs are EL MERCURIO headline and introduction] 


[Text] Argentine exports via Chilean ports could generate annual revenues 
of $16 million. 


Francisco Javier Courbis, general manager of the Antofagasta-Bolivia Rail- 
way, indicates that some 400,000 tons annually could be moved through the 
northern port. 


Argentine cargo would augment the use of port capacity and generate a signi- 
ficant number of permanent jobs, he said. 


Development of the country's Second Region could be considerably boosted if 
Argentine producers were permitted the use of Chilean port facilities to 
export to third countries, inasmuch as Antofagasta has ample port facilities 
which at this time are being underutilized, says Francisco Javier Courbis. 


The executive pointed out that the company he represents handled 32,000 tons 
of cargo of various products, especially farm and livestock products last 
year, chief among which were dry beans and soy beans, which Argentina pro- 
duces in large quantities. 


Meanwhile, cargo movement during the first half of the year has totaled 
17,000 tons thus far. 


Courbis, as well as Carlos Acuna, sales manager of the railway company and 
head of the Antofagasta Chamber of Commerce, both indicate that these vol- 
umes could be higher were it not for the existence of several constraints 
in relation to the transiting of farm and livestock products. 


SAG Ruling 


Currently, they say, a SAG [Farming and Livestock Service] ruling is in 
effect that limits transit time to 6 days in the case of perishable prod- 
ucts, and to 12 days in the case of non-perishables, such as grains, for ex- 
ample. 

















Where large shipments are involved, they say, this transit time is insuffi- 
cient, and discourages the handling of cargo from the interior of Argentina 
towards the Pacific. 


At this time, says Courbis, there is a contract to transport 60,000 tons of 
dry black beans, but to meet its terms SAG would have to extend the transit 
time limit, since more time is needed to transport the cargo from Argentina 
and load it aboard ship. 


Asked about the sanitation problems involved in the handling of farming and 
livestock products, Courbis indicated that, from the sanitation standpoint, 
products originating in Argentina meet all Chilean requirements, to the ex- 
tent that they could even be imported for use in the interior of the ccun- 

try. 


10 Percent Refund 


Both executives stated that the country should take advantage of the fact 
that Argentina is offering its domestic producers a 10-percent refund on 
everything they export via Pacific ports. 


If Chile does not take advantage of this program, the Argentine producers 
will seek another outlet, such as Peruvian ports, and may even demand the 
10 percent for the use of their historic outlet--namely, the port of Buenos 
Aires. 


Should this occur, they say, the Second Region will have lost the oppor- 
tunity to incorporate a new element into its development, such as the pro- 
viding of services would be, 


It should be borne in mind, says Courbis, that for each 25,000 tons of cargo 
handled, 170 shifts of 20 men each are required, without taking into account 
the indirect jobs that would be generated. 


In addition, they concluded, the port of Antofagasta currently has an idle 
capacity of 1.5 million tons. 


9399 
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BARROW INTERVIEWED BY TRINIDAD-TOBAGO DAILLY 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 3 Jun 86 pp 34, 35 


[Text ] 


THE EXPRESS con- 
tinues its exclusive 
interview with newly 
elected Prime Minis- 
ter of Barbados Errol 
Barrow. Today he 
deals with Caricom 
and his relations with; 
Trinidad and Tobago. : 

EXPRESS: Will: 
you, then, try to bring 
new ideas to Caricom? 

BARROW: I think I 
would like to be instru- 
mental in reviving the 
old ideas rather than | 
bringing new ones. I) 
could not imagine Cari- ; 
com drifting into the! 
state of somnolence that ' 
it now has if Eric Wil- 
liams were alive. 

EXPRESS: Will. 
you be attending the, 
Caricom Heads of! 
Government Confer- 
ence in Georgetown, | 
Guyana, in July? | 

BARROW: If there is | 
a heads of ernment | 
conference, think I' 
would be the most ap- , 
Br riate person from , 
| Barbados to go, and par- | 
ticularly as it is Guyana, ' 
ee I have a very! 
goud rapport as a perso- | 
nal friend with the Pre- | 
sident of Guyana. I have | 
had that rapport for a: 
very long time, even be- | 


fore he was Prime Mi-| 
inister. 
EXPRESS: What) 
‘kind of oe do! 
lyou have with Prime 
Minister George 


Chambers of Trinidad 
and ona 
BARROW: I am 

ing to get him on t 
telephone now. I have 
been maintaining a dia- 
logue with Mr Cham- 
bers, even though I have 


been in opposition, on 
West Indian problems. 
almost without 


inter- 
ruption. Nothing to do 
with the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago or 
the Government of Bar- 
bados, but from a Carib- 


bean perspective. 
) EXPRESS: Do you 
‘feel Barbados, under 


= Democratic La- 
r Party Govern- 
ment will have a 
better relationship 
with Trinidad and 
Tobago than under 
Bernard St John’s 
Barbados Labour 
Party Government? 
BARROW: Most defi- 


-— 

EXPRESS: Do you 
have specific ideas at 
the moment for solv- 
ing aaa trade prob- 


lems 
BARROW: I have ex- 
lained the position of 
rbadians and Barbadi- 
an manufacturers as dis- 
tinct from the outgoing 
Barbados Government to 
members of the Trinidad 
Government, and I think 
they understand our 
point of view. 
EXPRESS: Will 
there be a delegation 
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these matters? 


to Trinidad in the 
near future for dis- 
cussions with Prime 
Minister Chambers on 


BARROW: I have 


hardly had time to set up 
‘a timetable for straigh- 


thorities, which 
must be inted next 
week. I then look at 
Caribbean problems, but 
it is too early for me to 
say when I can have a 
meeting with Mr Cham- 


bers. 

I know he was trying 
to see me when he was 
last here to open the 


Arawak Cement Plan 
but the government 

him on such a tight 
schedule that I would 
have had to wake him up 


at about four o'clock in. 


the morning to meet him 
if he wanted me to. 

EXPRESS: Are you 
hoping to implement 
your new policies wi- 
thin three weeks as 
atated in your election 
manifesto? 

BARKOW: You see, 
the Parliament has been 
literally rent asunder and 
the physical accommoda- 
tion of Parliament has 
got to be c 


round 
at a cost of $7 million, in 
anticipation of our 35th 


annive of the House 


of Assembly. Quite apart , 
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ifrom that, the disposi- 
‘tion of seating in Parlia- 
ment is not compatible 
with the party 
membership. 

In other words, there 
is an even number of 
seats fixed on either side 
of the Speaker. It ap- 
pears to me that we have 


got to go back now to 
some sort of horseshoe 
arrangement. This _ is 
what we had before 
when [I entered Parlia- 
ment. They have 
it to the typical- 

ly British adversarial po- 
sition of confronting 
le across the House. 

- For this reason, I 
don’t think it be 
;convenient for us to con- 
vene Parliament until 
June 25 to get business 


ne. 

EXPRESS: Without 
asking you to get in- 
volv in domestic 
Trinidad and Tobago 


‘politics, there is an 
election due there by 
February next year, 
‘which may take place 
sooner ... Do you 
know le in the 
opposition in Trini- 
dad and T Oo as 
well, Mr ANR in- 
son, for example? 
a wipe : new 
y everyone in Trini- 
‘dad politics and are 
all friends of mine. But | 
do not interfere with the 
internal politics of Trini- 
dad because I think that 

















is a matter for the Trini- 
dadian people. 
Whether Mr Robia- 
son is prime minister or 
Mr Chambers is prime 
minister, I think our re- 
lations with the people ' 
of Trinidad will be just , 


as cordial. 

EXPRESS: Finally, 
Mr Barrow, some, 
people have spoken 
about your age and 
wonder whether this 
will interfere with | 
your function in the | 
arduous office of | 
prime minister. 
Would you like to say 
something about this? 

BARROW: Yes. The 
opposition has been 
speaking about that all 
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the time ... because they 
have not been able to say 
that I traffic in drugs or 
that I forge people's sig- 
natures or that I am 
involved in any of the 
canefield murders. The 
biggest accusation they 
can make is that I am 
older than most of them 
and that I have been in 
Parliament for 35 years. 
I consider that an ho- 
nour; I do not consider 


_ that a defect. I am just a 


| little wiser than they are, 
and wiser = Done Be 
\years ago. But physical- 
ily. the doctors tell me 
that I am in better shape 
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than I was 10 years ago 
— and I know that to 
a fact. 


EXPRESS: So, Mr 


Barrow, you'll be 
back in the Prime Mi- 
nister’s office on 


Monday and ready to 


go. 
BARROW: Yes. I am 
y that my party is 
bac in government. 
Whatever I am doing, I 
like to be happy in it. 
The members of my par- 
ty wish me to lead the 
vernment and, there- 
ore, I accept the chal- 
lenge. 


- 
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BARBADOS CALLED COCAINE CAPITAL OF CARIBBEAN 
Curepe THE BOMB in English 30 May 86 pp 16-17 
[Text] Barbados is now the coke capital in the Caribbean. 


And that is possibly one of the biggest attractions to the thousands of 
tourists who come for fun, sun and sex on the tropical island. 


The situation is so terrible, Errol Walton Barrow, political leader of the 
Opposition Democratic Labour Party (DLP), said it warrants immediate atten- 
tion before he has a nation of dope addicts on his hands. 


Barrow told the BOMB coke comes from Guyana, Venezuela and Colombia. 


Social workers have told him parents are giving their little children coke 
to take to school. 


But that's not all. 


Hundreds of Black gigolos who sell their bodies on sandy beaches on the South 
coast dish out loads of coke for the sniffing tourists daily. 


Coke is sold openly on the beaches as the BOMB saw two weekends ago. 


And probably that's one reason why English cricket all-rounder Ian Botham 
ran into trouble last March. 


Botham was said to be romping in bed with a Bajan sexpot after sniffing coke 
in the hotel bathroom. 


Coke is easily bought by any stranger on the island and the police could 
even direct you to the nearest dealer, a Bajan said. 


Barrow told the BOMB one of the first things he would do after winning the 
elections was to untie the hands of the Police Commissioner. 


The top cop once told Barrow his hands were tied and he could not make a 
drug bust on the people involved. 
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But the DEMs chief said the coke business is controlled by people in the 
Barbados Labour Party. 


"The only man who could tie the hands of the Police Commissioner is a poli- 
tician. 


"And that could be men in the rank of Tom Adams (the late Prime Minister) ." 
Barrow said coke came to Barbados more than five years ago and Tom Adams and 


his successor ‘Bree' St. John never lifted a finger to clamp down on the 
trade. 


Brandford Taitt, a top executive in the DEMs told the last Parliament a hotel 
on the West Coast was now a factory producing coke daily. 


He did not name the hotel, a popular one, but said the coke-making goes on 
there daily. 


Manufacture of coke at another hotel was halted last year after one of the 
partners killed another. 


The man is now serving a ten-year sentence for the brutal murder of the woman. 
Taitt, a former Industry and Commerce Minister under the DEMs Government, 

said after tourism, coke-trafficking is the second biggest industry in 
Barbados. 

He sees no hope of licking the drug problem if the DEMs do not get involved. 


Millions of dollars change hands in the drug trade here, he said. 


"The coke trade is harming our little ones who may lose their sense of direc- 
tion and purpose in the country," he said. 


"Bernard St. John knows who makes coke, who sells and who are the big importers, 
yet he has ignored the advice from the Opposition to do something about the 
white dust menace," Taitt claimed. 


Barrow says he has evidence on who are the couriers. 


"They get $6,000 (US) for every trip they make into Barbados with coke," he 
said. 


The couriers are the respectable people in society who are usually seen with 
a glass in hand at the big cocktail parties. 


Both Barrow and Taitt believe there is hope for the coke addicts in Barbados 
and with good surveillance all pushers will be behind bars. 


Now that Bree St. John knows the score on dope trafficking in Barbados, both 
men should put their heads together and weed out the problem. 
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TIES WITH COLOMBIA--Colombia wants to cooperate more with Barbados in tourisn, 
trade and cultural exchanges. Stating that yesterday was Colombian Ambassador 
to Barbados, Carlos Ayerbe. Speaking from the Foreign Affairs Office, on 
Culloden Road, shortly after meeting with the newly sworn in Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Cameron Tudor, Ayerbe said there were still many areas of 
cooperation to be explored with the new Government. He said tourism from 
South America to the West Indies would be a very good thing to pursue, but 
noted a bottleneck would be a lack of adequate air transportation links 
between South America and the West Indies with the exception of Brazil which 
has a weekly service between Barbados and Manaus. But it was difficult for 
people from the other countries, except Brazil and Venezuela to travel, 

Ayerbe said. He hopes this bottleneck of air links will be corrected. 
Minister Tudor said yesterday Barbados would continue to work closely with 
the government of Colombia. He said he and the Colombian ambassador, among 
other matters, had discussed things of mutual interest. [Text] [Bridgetown 
DAILY NATION in English 5 Jun 86 p 1] /6091 


UNIONIST ON TOURISM BOARD--Minister of Tourism, Branford Taitt, says the new 
Board of Tourism will include a workers' union representative. Speaking from 
his office at Culloden Farm, Taitt said the most important aspect of tourism 
in Barbados was the people, and if there was a Board of Tourism which did not 
reflect the workers' representative, then the board was likely to be sterile. 
"Therefore the Tourism Board will have a union representative," he said. "We 
are going to try to get a new Tourism Board in place as soon as possible.” 
[Text] [Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 5 Jun 86 p 1] /6091 


FOREIGN RESERVES--Barbados' foreign reserves for the first four months of 
this year stood at $264.4 million, up $7.8 million over the first quarter. 
At the end of January, the reserves stood at $243.1 million and moved to 
$256.5 the next month. Barbados achieved a record accumulation in March 
last year when that amount peaked at $273.1 million. The figure however 
fell gradually until September when it rose to $263.3 million. It again 
dipped, reaching $246.5 million at the end of the year. [Text] [Bridgetown 
WEEKEND NATION in English 13-14 Jun 86 p 36] /6091 


NON-SUGAR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION--Bridgetown, Barbados, June 7, CANA--The 
contribution of non-sugar agriculture to Barbados' gross domestic product 
(GDP) was up 11.3 per cent last year compared with 1984, according to the 
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monthly newsletter of the Barbados Agricultural Society (BAS). The news- 
letter, quoting the government's 1985 economic report, said agricultural 
produce here was valued at 89.3 million dollars (one Bds dollar; 50 cents 
U.S.), up from 80.2 million in 1985. It noted sugar's contribution to GDP 
was also up, amounting to 70.8 million dollars, or an increase of 20 per 
cent. Looking at the performances of the vegetable subsector of non-sugar 
agriculture, the newsletter cited increases in output for beets, pumpkin, 
okras, melons, cucumbers, eggplant, but declines for cabbage, carrots, peas, 
tomatoes, corn and sweet peppers. With regard to meat production, there 
were increases for veal, mutton and pork, but declines for chicken and beef. 
Milk production was up but eggs declined. [Text] [Bridgetown CANA in 
English 1646 GMT 7 Jun 86 FL] /6091 
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OPPOSITION LEADER MARIN STIRS CONTROVERSY OVER DRUG CHARGES 
Remarks on Government Involvement 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 27 Apr 86 p 1 


[Text] 


A wave of anger has been rolling up in Belmopan and 
elsewhere over statements to the foreign press by the Leader of 





the Opposition 
Florencio Marin. 
Marin is 
"Novedades" 


reported 


of Quintana Roo 


in the House of Representatives, 


the Hon, 


to have told the Mexican newspaper 
that the Government of Prime 


Minister Manuel Esquivel "permits the free movement of drugs in 
Belize for the purpose of generating revenue." 


The report, published last 
Monday April 21 on page 3, 
has caused an angry rumbling 
which has been building up 
ever since. 

"Not only is the accusation 


blatantly untrue", declared 
Home Affairs Minister Mr. 
Cur! Thompson on Friday, 


"but coming from the Leader 
of the Opposition in the 


House, it is one which this 
government simply cannot 
ignore." 


Marin himself could not be 
reached for his comments by 
this newspaper. His telephone 
number in Corozal 03-2078 
listed in the 1985 telephone 
directory has been deleted 
from the 1986 reference. 

Marin made his devastating 
remarks about govt. complicity 
among general comments 
blasting the government's 


17 





financial policies. Marin 
charged that the government 
was financially "unstable" and 
pointed to the closure of the 
Libertad sugar factory, mass 
migrations from Belize to the 
United States and the 
restructuring of the Belize 
College of Arts, Science and 
Technology, all of which he 
argued were proof of an 
economic crisis building in 
Belize. 

The arguments are _ so 
convoluted and forced that it 
appears Marin must have made 
them while drunk, and his 
charges of financial instability 
come at a time when the 
quarterly statement of the 
Belize Central Bank shows 
that the bBelize authorized 
external assets are at a peak 
of $43.26 million. 











The Marin’ charges. of 
government complicity with 
the drug trade also come at a 
time when he himself has not 
been completely cleared of alli 
association with his fellow 
minister of the North, Elijio 


Briceno while both shared 
power under the PUP 
government. Briceno was 


eventually entrapped in Miami 
and given a seven year 
sentence for trying to export 
marijuana to the United States 
while Marin has gone on to be 
re-elected by his Corozal 
constituents and now holds 
the position of Deputy PUP 


Leader «and Leader of the 
Opposition in the House of 
Representatives. 


The truth of the matter is 
that the Esquivel Government 
has been pursuing drug 
traders at great cost, and 
with much more determination 


and success that the PUP 
ever did while Marin was 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Lands. 
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it is also true that the 
government derives no 
financial benefits from the 


drug trade except for what it 

takes in through the courts 

for fines and confiscations. 
Reports from Belmopan say 


that UDP elements of the 
National Assembly are so 
upset at the Marin 


mud-slinging they may decide 
to censure him openly in the 
House by _ resolution. The 
National Assembly is currently 


in recess and is not 
scheduled to return until 
mid-May. But feeling are 


running so high that House 
members may petition the 
Prime Minister to recall the 
House at once to thrash out 
this nasty business. 

A resolution of the House, 
if one does come about, could 
take the form of a mere 
rebuke, or it could be 
something more serious - 
suspension from House 
sittings ‘or a _ short period 
with loss of pay. 


Marin Clarification 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 4 May 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] 
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Parliamentary Leader of | the 
Opposition, Mr. Florencio Marin 
has set the record straight in 
reaponse to certain allegations 
appearing in the foreign press. 

The reports which appear parti- 
cularly in Mexican newspapers, 
but were apparently picked up by 
other mewspapers, quote Mr, 
Marin saying that “the Esquivel 
Government is condoning the 
trafficking of drugs. 

in a letter addressed to those 
newspapers, Mr. Marin categoni- 
cally denied the allegations stat- 
ing that he had not made such 
remarks. 
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Continued Mr, Marin in his 
letter of 26th April, 1986, 
“88 a patriotic Belizean citi 
zen | would never make such 
statements conscious that they 
would affect the good name of 
my country Belize, which | have a 
commitment to defend within and 
outside its borders,” 

Mr. Marin’s rebuttal has already 
been given prominemt coverage 
by those newspapers involved. 

Anxious to gtig’ up a storm, at 
Igast two pro government news- 
Papers in Belize and the Radio Sta- 
tron carned the articles which Mr. 
Marin said were totally unfounded. 
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ARMS SHIPMENTS TO CENTRAL AMERICA TRANSITING LOCAL AIRPORT 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 4 May 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text] 
steports persist that an airplane 
carrying weapons and ammuni- 
tion to a Central American coun- 
try has been allowed to use the 
Belize Airport as a re-fueling 
base 


Efforts by THE BELIZE 
TIMES to confixm the reports 
with the Government Informa- 
tion Service have’ brought no 
response. 

THE RELIZE TIMFS efforts: 
have yerified that the US aircraft 
landed at the Airport two weeks 
ago at 11:00p.m.. It remained 
over night under tight. secunty 
from the British army, was re- 
fueled the following morming 
and took off for Honduras 

These reports sketchy as they 
are, are nothing short of sensa 
tional. Do these “stop-overs” 
described as “monthly” repre- 
sent some agreement ‘between 
the US Government and Belize 
Government to allow Belize to 
be involved in the transhipment 
of arms to Honduras. Are these 
US military planes, or some 
right wing group sending arms 
to the contra-rebels iin Honduras?, 

The Ministry of Defense better 
get off their high horse and 
explain to the public exactly 
what is going on. 

/9317 
CSO: 3298/476 


19 











JPRS+LAM*86+062 
17 July 1986 


BELIZE 


POLICE UNIT MOVES AGAINST ILLEGAL ALIENS IN NORTH 


Links to Crime 





Belize City THE REPORTER in English 11 May 86 p l 


[Text ] 


The Belize Government has 
moved to crack down hard on 
illegal aliens in Corozal and 
Orange Walk following 4 
torrent of complaints from 
Belizeans living in the area 
who say that murders, 
muggings, robberies and drug 
trafficking have risen sharply 
since the arrival of the 
strangers. 

Last week elements ‘of the 
Tactical Unit accompanied by 
men of the regular police 
force made a surprise sweep 
through the region and 
rounded up more than a 
hundred illegal aliens. They 
were taken from towns and 
villages in Orange Walk and 


aliens who look like native 
Corozalenos and Orange 
Walkenos but are from an 
alien culture where humans 
values count for little. 

People from the northern 
districtshave been complaining 
bitterly about the strangers 
from across the border. One 
man from one of the smaller 
villages who does not want to 
be identified, told the 
Reporter that a group of 
"Chapines" had threatened to 
kill him because he reported 
to the police that his bicycle 
had been stolen. Another 
family from another village - 
father, mother and six year 


Corozal, brought before a old daughter fled overnight to 
court of law, convicted and Chetumal after another group 
deported. of strangers threatened him 


A police spokesman told the 
newspaper that many of these 
so-called refugees had been 
involved in the cultivation 
and trafficking of marijuana. 
Other violent crimes like 
muggings and murder have 
also been traced to these 
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with death. In the village of 
Buena Vista, where’ two 
baffling murders have 
occurred during the last 30 
days, the villagers know that 
there is a killer in their 
village but they don't know 
who he is. 
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"We come across a stranger on our streets, and we don't know if he is the 
killer," one housewife told the Reporter. 


"We have to go to work during the day and we leave our wives at home not 
knowing if the killer is going to strike again," one canefarmer told this 
newspaper. None of the persons interviewed wanted to give his name for 
fear that the strangers in their village would get to learn about it and 
punish him. 


"With the coming of the strangers, our lives have changed dramatically for 
the worse," another man told the Reporter. "We live in fear, and we don't 
know what to do," he said. 


News of the police raid and the subsequent expulsion of a hundred aliens 
has been received with relief by many villagers. But they are not sure 
that they should relax just yet. "They say they are coming back," one 
man told the newspaper. 


Praise for Action 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 11 May 86 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] RESIDENTS of Orange Walk and 
Corozal towns and the 53 settlements 
and villages in between have applauded 
the work of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs in sending in elements of the 
Police regular and Special Units to 
round up illegal aliens and expel them. 

Most of these people are convinced 
that the illegal aliens are responsible 
for the wave of crime which has been 
buffeting the north - the murders and 
the muggings end the robberies. The 
text of a police release eralier this week 
specifically ties them in with the drug 
trade, the growing and trafficking in 
marijuana. 

The most chilling indictment we have 
heard against these aliens is that many 
of them are mean-spirited killers and 
drug takers. Tiney will kill a person on 
slight provocation, and they will 
go to incredible lengths to carry out a 
promise of revenge. We have 
documented the case of one young man 
and his family. who fled from his native 
village with his wife and child to escape 
a death threat made by a group of 
Guatemalan aliens who had recently 
a rived at his village, 
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No one seriously believes that the 
expelled aliens will stay put. They have 
not only found a haven in Belize; they 
have discovered a place where the laws 
are fair and where they can roam at 
will and do almost as they please. 
These people know a good thing when 
they see it, and they will certainly try 
to return. It is up to this government 
to keep them out, or alternatively, to 
bring them under control. Home affairs 
Minister Thompson has served notice 
that the freedom and liberties found in 
Belize are not to be abused. 

In speaking out against the illegal 
aliens this newspaper is not trying to 
lump all refugees and immigrants from 
Central America in the same boat. Many 
of our refugees are trying 
conscientiously to put down new roots. 
Hundreds of them go to school to learn 
English. Many have skills Which they 
are using in the service of Belize. 
These law-abiding people will find that 
Belize has a lot to offer them, iricluding 
peace of mind and freedom to develop 
their talents and to maintain their 
family ties without fear or interference. 

But Belize would be foolish indeed if 
it did not say no to the dregs of 
Central America society. We have to 
say no. We don't really have a choice. 
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INTERNAL CHURCH DISPUTE MARKED BY POLITICAL OVERTONES 
Anglican Statement 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 16 May 86 p 4 
[Paid advertisement: "Official Public Statement of the Anglican Diocese" ] 


[Text] A release has been issued to the press by a steering committee, 
representing itself to be the voice of members of the Anglican Diocese 
countrywide. The Anglican Church in Belize is a part of the Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, one of the dioceses of the Province of the West 
Indies, and a body constituted under the Laws of Belize. It is led by the 
Bishop and governed by a Synod, representing all the parishes and missions 
of the Diocese, meeting not less than once in every three years, and from 
day to day by a Standing Committee elected by the Synod. 


This steering committee has no authority to speak for the Diocese of 
Belize, and the Standing Committee unequivocally condemns the malicious 
and personal attacks and the violence of language contained in the release 
and the pronouncements of those claiming to be spokesmen for the steering 
committee. In particular, the Standing Committee deplores the threats of 
physical violence and of sacrilegious conduct offered by those pretending 
to speak for the Church. Such language and conduct have no place in a 
community of Christian people. 


Similarly, the Standing Committee regrets that the affairs of the Anglican 
Church have descended into the political arena. The Committee deplores 
the conduct of those who have sought to gain political profit by scandal- 
izing the Church. 


These sad events are said to have occurred as the result of the transfer 
of Canon Eric Richards from St John's Parish where he is priest-in-charge, 
to Belmopan, San Ignacio, and the Western Missions. There have also been 
demands that the Bishop shall appoint Canon Richards to the office of Dean. 


Over the last year and a half Canon Richards has on three occasions applied 
to be transferred to a parish other than St John's, the last occasion being 
the letter dated the 19th December, 1985. His letter reads as follows: 
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"Dear Bishop, 


On the 17th July, 1986, I will have completed five years at the Cathedral 
Church of St John the Baptist. After a year of thoughtful prayer, I felt 
that my being transferred at the end of the five years to another Parish 
will further enhance my ministry. 


I am, therefore, applying for a transfer to any Parish within the Diocese 
that I have not yet served. 


I trust that my application will be favourably considered. 


Yours faithfully, 
Rev'd Canon Eric Richards." 


The Canon has assured the Bishop that his desire to be transferred was 

not motivated by any problems with the Bishop. As recently as last week 
he also confirmed to the Standing Committee that his wish to be transferred 
did not arise out of any problems with his Bishop. He said that he does 
not have and never has had any problems with the Bishop. In the Parish 
Newsletter of Sunday llth May 1986, he wrote: 


"On the 19th of December I, Canon Eric Richards, wrote to the Lord Bishop 

of Belize requesting a transfer as I felt that my Ministry would be further 
enhanced in another Parish. This request was granted to me with much 
regret. Since my transfer had been publicized the faithful of the Cathedral 
have misconstrued the reason or reasons for my leaving. 


I would like to go on record in saying that the Lord Bishop and myself had 
had and continue to have a very good and healthy relationship." 


Under the Regulations of the Diocese it is the Bishop's sole responsibility 
to determine in what manner the clergy shall be deployed, and the clergy by 
their oath of office have sworn to abide by his decisions. However, in 
this case it is clear from the Bishop's letter of the 3rd March, 1986, 

that in approving Canon Richards’ transfer the Bishop was, in his pastoral 
discretion, acting out of concern and respect for the wishes of the Canon 
and his family. The letter reads as follows: 


"Dear Canon Eric, 


I refer to your letter of the 19th December, 1985 applying for a transfer 
from the Cathedral Church to any Parish within the Diocese at which you 
have not yet served. 


I fully respect and appreciate the reason stated for the application. 
Further, arising from a private conversation with your wife some weeks ago 
I am fully convicnced that a transfer for you at this time would, as you 
said, "enhance your ministry." 
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I have decided, therefore, that with effect from the lst August, 1986, 
you will be Priest-in-Charge of Belmopan, San Iganacio, and the Western 
Missions, namely, Georgeville, Unitedville, and Central Farm. The duties, 
as usual, will include the chaplaincy and Local Managership of all the 
Anglican Schools in those areas. 


Be fully assured of my prayers for God's grace sufficient for your task in 
your future ministry. 


With God's blessing and my kind regards. 


Sincerely yours, 
(The Right Revd. Keith A. McMillan, Bishop of Belize.)" 


Those who now seek to intervene and undo those arrangements do so without 
justification, for the Canon continues to insist that he does not wish his 
transfer application to be withdrawn. 


The Church Committee, by letter addressed to the Bishop dated the 30th 
January 1986, expressed its concern about the "resignation of Canon 
Richards from the Cathedral" explaining that it was their understanding 
that one important reason for the Canon's action was the lack of freedom 
in exercising his Ministry "both in worship and pastoral work." The 
Committee suggested that the situation--presumably the resignation--would 
be improved if a dean or rector were installed at the Cathedral, free to 
develop a programme with the cooperation of the Church Committee and parish 
organizations. It considered that Canon Richards could fill the post 
admirably. The letter further complained that individuals have been upset 
by what they consider is harsh criticism by the Bishop where certain behav- 
iour during church services is not up to the standards that the Bishop feels 
is right. It also asked that responsible use of the Bishop Sylvestre 
Memorial Centre by Cathedral organizations Should be encouraged and not 
hampered by unnecessary restrictions. 


In response to this letter the Bishop approached the priest-in-charge of 
the Cathedral, Canon Richards. Canon Richards told the Bishop that he 
knew nothing at all about the letter, but assured him that none of the 
matters of complaint was true. Later, at a meeting of the Standing 
Committee, he said that he had told the Church Committee not to write such 
a letter. 


In the matter of the possibility of his promotion to the office of Dean, 
the Canon has declared himself, and very properly so, not to be identified 
with any such campaign. 


The Standing Committee would condemn the impertinence of anyone who would 
seek to influence tlie Bishop in the making of the important decision of 
appointment to clerical office. 


These, then, are the circumstances which have led to the present unhappy 
state of affairs in the Anglican Diocese. The Cathedral Church of the 
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Diocese has regularly been used for meetings to foment emotion, to purvey 
scandal and to encourage unchristian behaviour. The leadership of the 
Cathedral has abdicated responsibility to guide the flock according to the 
precepts of good, Christian behaviour and respect for the House of the Lord. 
As a result, a small group of people have caused the good name of the 
Anglican Church to be tarnished, and brought the Church into disrepute. 


The Bishop of the Diocese, the Rt Rev Keith McMillan, has been vilified, 
threatened and abused, as has his family. The clergy of the Diocese has 
equally been the subject of abuse because, with the exception of Canon 
Richards, they have all expressed their solidarity with the Bishop and 
disgust for the scandal heaped upon their church. The Diocesan Secretary, 
Mr Ernest Fuller, for his long and loyal service to the church and a 
succession of bishops, has also been the subject of abuse. The Standing 
Committee deplores the conduct of those who have initiated and contributed 
to these events, and laments the efforts to dignify these shameful acts 

by the claim that they represent the will of the Anglican Communion in 
Belize. The Standing Committee also laments the internationalisation of 
the scandal. It is to be regretted that the involvement of the Archbishop 
of the West Indies was sought by Mr Derek Aikman who, though he has declared 
himself to be involved in these affairs solely as a church member, sought 
and obtained an appointment for the Minister of Education of the Government 
of Belize to meet the Archbishop of the West Indies. The Archbishop's 
jurisdiction does not extend to administrative matters within any diocese 
other than his own--certainly not to the deployment of clergy within a 
diocese. Equally, the House of Bishops has no authority in matters of this 
kind. 


The Diocese of Belize is an independent diocese with the ability to manage 
its own affairs with the divine help of the Lord and under the leadership 
of our Bishop. The Standing Committee affirms its confidence in the Bishop 
and its full support for him at this time. 


To all Members of the Church, we, the Members of the Standing Committee, 
remind you of the Saviour's words at John 16:33: "I have said this to you, 
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world." 


We pray that all Members of the Church will allow the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen and guide us. We call on all members to renew their faith in 
the Lord and the Mission of His Church in our land. Let us not be overcome 
by Evil, but overcome Evil with Good. 


Dated the 13th May, 1986 


Michael J. Hulse The Rev Canon Eric Richards The Rev Hardie Gordon 
Ionie A. Lewis The Rev Canon Gervais Clarke The Rev Leroy Flowers 
Maud Williams Derek Courtenay The Rev Earl Henry 
Ernest W. Fuller Eric Jones Norrin Meighan 
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"Politicization' by PUP 


JPRS*LAM=86-062 
17 July 1986 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 17 May 86 pp l, 2 


[Text } 


Relations between the 
Rt. Kev. Keith Alferso 
McMillan, Bishop of the 


Anglican Diocese and his 
flock have struck ice, 
and not even the fires of 


hell will be able to 
breathe any warmth into 
what has become a sur- 


prisingly explosive situ- 
ation. 

Since arriving from Ja- 
maica and taking office a 
little over 5 years ago, 
Bishop McMillan has never 


really endeared himself 
to the congregation at 
large, 

At a news conference 
held at the St. John's 


Schoolroom on Wednesday 
afternoon, a member of 
the Steering Conmittee 
said that Bishop McMillan 
has heen here for 5 years 
and 33 days, and that the 
"type of behaviour" ke |; 
being castigated for -has 
been going on for 5 yean 
and 32 days, 

The presert revolt sur- 
faced following the re- 
Signation of Rev, Cancn 
Fric Richards as Paste? 
of St. John's Cathedra!, 
and his subsequent trans. 
fer (to take effect cp 
Ist August) to Belmcpen 
as Paster of the Church's 
Western Mission. 

The parishioners wanted 
Canon Richards to stay ag 
Pastor of the Cathedral, 
tut the Bishop wasn't 
talking, and the majority 
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of the Synod - appointed 
Standing Committee were 
labelled "Bishop's cron- 
ies." ) 

And despite the nicey- 
micey tone of the ex- 
change letters between 
the Bishop and the Canon 
(see official Anglican 
Statement on Page 9) the 
vast majority of staunch 
church members’ insists 
that the real reasons for 
Canon Richards’ transfer 
request goes much deeper 
than that! 

All this is why the 
Steering Committee was 
formed according to 
spokesman Derick Fair- 
weather - to represent the 
congregation. They al- 
ready have an impressive 
record, 

Two Fridays ago (May 2) 
Mr. Derek Aikman, a_ long 
time ardent member of the 
St. John's Cathedral Par- 
ish, and a special ap- 
pointee of the Steering 
Committe journeyed to St. 
Vincent to hand deliver 
to the Rt. Rev. Cuthbert 
Woodruffe, Archbishop of 
the West Indies, a peti- 
tion supported by a pre- 
liminary list bearing 
1,275 signatures request- 
ing his ihtervent jon. 
That list has grow to 
more than 3,000, and 
still growing. 

Not surprisingly, the 
PUP Opposition has at~ 
tempted to drag the whole 














affair into the political 
arena, by claiming UDP 
complicity with the per- 
sonal efforts of Aikman 
(Minister of Education in 
the Esquivel Gcvernment). 
Both Steering Committee 
officials and Aikman him- 
self have ‘been at pains 
to explain that he under- 
took the mission to see 
the Archbishop as a men- 
ber of the St. John's 
Parish and not in his ca- 
pacity as a minister of 
government, 

Members say that if the 
separate Church auxilia- 
ries (women's groups, 
youth groups, college and 
school faculties, scouts 


and guides, prayer groups, 


choir) were to be ques- 
tioned, it would te ap- 
palling to chronicle the 
mountain of complaints a- 
gainst Bishop McMillan's 
administration, 

Steering Committee offi- 
cers swear that up to the 
time Aikman went to St, 
Vincent, the only request 
was that Canon Richards 
remain at the Cathedral. 
Now they say that their 
campaign will be uptem- 
poed to get the foreign 
Bishop out of Belize by 
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the end of July, beating 
the August 1 deadline for 
the Canon's transfer. 

Steering Committee mem- 
bers also claim a 50% 
fall in congregation at- 
tendance (and a_ conse- 
quential fall in finan- 
cial support) since Bish- 
op McMillan took office. 
But weekly prayer meet- 
ings, which lately have 
been followed by discus- 
sions on the confronta- 
tion, have been drawing 
good attendances. This 
week they were promptly 
locked out of Church, pre- 
sumably on the Bishop's 
orders, 


The let 's-be-enemies 
mood between the Bishop 
and his congregation 


could hardly be worse, 
And this Sunday morning's 
worship may really blow 
the whole matter out of 
proportion, The Bishop 
normally conducts ser- 
vices on third Sundays... 
and this Sunday is the 
third in May. Members say 
if the Bishop appears, 
they will mount a major 
protest. 

It seems that the only 
way to wipe the diocese 
clean is for Bishop Mc- 
Milian to gO on home. 








Blast at Aikman 


JPRS=LAM-86-062 
1? July 1986 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 18 May 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text ] 


“The wicked flee wnen no 
man pursueth: but the right- 
eous are bold as a Lion,” 
Proverbs 28: 

Last week THE BELIZE TIMES 
exposed the sinister plot by a Min- 
ister of the Esquivel Government 
aided and abetted by a UDP clique 
to bring the Anglican Church under 
their political control. THE BELIZE 
TIMES informed the nation of the 
vicious and malicious tactics and 
threats employed by this clique in 
trying to intimidate the Bishop of 
the Anglican Church, the Right 
Rev. Keith A, McMillan, The lead 
article further reported on the 
Minister of Education, Mr, Derek 
Aikman’s self-appointed role in 
presuming to interfere with the 
decision-making powers of the 
Bishop, going as far as travell- 
ing to St. Vincent to try and in- 
volve’ the Archbishop of the West 
Indies in this local Church issue. 

The Government of Belize react- 
ed by denying on the Radio that it 
was involved in any political inter- 
ference with the Church, Well that 
ts. good to hear, It was good to 
hear thé Ag, Prime Minister Mr. 
Curt Thompson denouncing Min- 
ister Aikman, Because that is what 
it amounted to, For the evidence is 
irrefutable ‘tha® Aikman used his 
position as a Minister of Govern- 
ment to imterferein a most blatant 
and “iespicable manner in the ad- 
minsitrative afftirs of the Anglican 
Church. ° 

Indeed he sought an appointment 
with the Archbishop of the West 


29 


Indies as Minister of Education. I¢ 
was further as Minister that he 
gained access to the radio and te- 
levision to further scandalize the 
good name of the Church and the 
Leader of the Anglican Church in 
Belize,. 

The Government wants THE 
BELIZE TIMES to apologize, Our 
answer is in the headline: NO 
APOLOGIES! It is they who 
should apologize to the people of 
Belize for allowing one of their 
Ministers to bring the Church and 
the country into disrepute. 

The official release this week: by 
the Anglican Diocese (published 
on Pages 6 and 7 in this issue) 
makes it abundantlyclear_ that Aik- 
man’s so called “Steering Commit- 
tee has no authority to speak for the 
Diocese of Belize ” and “equivo- 
cally condemns the malicious and. 
personal attacks and the violence of 
language contained in the release 
and the pronouncements of those 
claiming tp be spokesmen for the 
Steering Committe.” 

In view: of all that has transpired, 
THE BELIZE TIMES ise calling on 
the Prime Minister Mr. Manuel Es- 
quivel, to take disciplinary action 
against Mr. Derek Aikman, 

The conduct of Mr. Aikman.on 
this and many previous issues is 
unbecoming of a Minister of Gov- 
ernment. He is an embarrassment. 
He must be removed. The least we 
can expect from any self-respecting 
Government is a cabinet-reshuffle. 
The people are demanding action 
NOW Mr. Prime Minister! 
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Radio-Censorship Charge 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 18 May 86 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The official public statement of the 


Anglican Diocese signed by the duly 
elected and authorized Standing 
Committee of the Anglican Church 
in Belize was severely censored by 
the Government controlled radio 
station, 

In particular the Radio delibera- 
tely omitted the diplomatic but stern 
whipping given to Minister Aikman 
in the release, The release stated: 

“The Standing Committee 
also laments the internationa- 
lisation of the scandal, It is to 
be segretted that the involve- 
ment of the Archbishop of the 
West Indies was sought by Mr, 
Derek Aikman who, thouzh he 
he declared himslef to be in- 
volved in these “affgirs solely 
as a church member, sought and 


Obtained. an appointment for 
the Minister of Education of 
the Government of Belize to 
meet the Archbishop of the 
West Inclies,”” 


THE BELIZE TIMES story of last 
week was confirmed by this officiai 
release which + pointed out: 


“The Cathedral Church of the 
Diocese has regularly been used 
for meetings to forment emo- 
tion, to purvey scandal and to 
‘encourage unchristian behav- 
ior, The leadership of the Ca- 
thedral has abdicated responsi- 
bility to guide the flock ac- 
cording to the precepts of go: * 
Christian behavior and respect 
for the House of the Lord, As a 
result, a small group of people 
have caused the good name of 
‘the Anglican Church to be tar- 
nished throughout the land and 
brousht the Church into disre- 
pute,” _ | 

It is sfter formenting emotion and 
purveymg scandal, that Aikman on. 
nounced on radio and TV that he: 
was now “exiting” from the scene. 


REPORTER's Assessment 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 18 May 86 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


After simmering for several weeks 
just below the surface the controversy 
between the Anglican Bishop of Belize, 
the Rt. Rev. Keith Alfonso McMillan and 
a substantial section of the Anglican 
— broke into the open this 
week. 


A full page Official Public Statement 
of the Anglican Diocese, endorsed by 
seven members of the 12-man Standing 
Committee came out in strong support of 
the Bishop and blamed a "small group 
of people (who ) have caused the good 
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name of the Anglican Church to be 


tarnished throughout the land and 
brought the Church into disrepute." 
The statement condemned as 


"impertinent" anyone who would seek to 
“influence the Bishop in the making of 
the important decision of appointment to 
clerical office." 


Without naming names, the Statement 
goes on to criticize "the leadership of 
the Cathedral" for "abdicating its 
responsibility to guide the flock 
according to the precepts of good, 








christian behaviour and respect for the 
House of the Lord." 


But apart from its fleeting reference 
to a "small group of people" who 
“forment emotion and purvey scandal" 
the Statement makes no effort to explain 
what the problem is and what has 
caused it to so exercise the Diocese. 
The Statement gives the impression that 
there is no real problem. 


On the same day that the Standing 


Committee issued its Statement, the 
Steering Committee of the Church, 42 six 
person group representing the 


congregation, held a press conference 
at which it called on Anglicans to attend 
the 7 o'clock service on Sunday, May 
18, a service which is tobe taken by 
the Bishop, dressed in clothes of 
mourning. A spokesman for this group 
said it never has and is not now 
trying to tell the Bishop how to run the 
Diocese. But the Steering Committee did 
have a right to speak on behalf of the 
Cathedral Community and it was 
determined to exercise this right. 


What does this Steering Committee 
wish to say on behalf of the Cathedral 
Community? This is contained in a letter 
dated January 30, 1986 and addressed 
to the Bishop. In it the Committee 
asked the Bishop to appoint a Dean or 
Rector to the Cathedral. The letter 
expressed concern at the resignation of 
Canon Richards and at the strained 
relations which had arisen between the 
bishop and the congregation. It called 
for more tact, more freedom to develop 
a programme with the cooperation of the 
Church Committee and parish 
organizations and an improvement in the 
relationship. . 


When it became clear that Bishop 
McMillan had no intention of responding 


to the letter mush less heed its 
recommendations, many voices were 
raised in criticism, And when _ the 
Bishop finally responded ard 
re-assigned Canon Richards to the 


Western mission, St. John's regulars 
were ready to take up arms for him. 
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Canon Richards gave as his reason 
for seeking a transfer a desire to 
“further enhance my ministry," be: his 


friends, and there are many of these, 
have put it more bluntly. 

"If after five years of good work 
Canon Richards cannot advance beyond 
the rank of Priest-in-charge, it means 
he's got a dead-end post and there is 
no future for his ministry ." 


Richards is not the only clergyman to 
experience the cold grip of frustration. 
Rev Lloyd Henry, Rev. Lioyd Taylor, 
Rev. Lloyd Anthony and Rev. George 


Banner all served under Bishop 
McMillan and they all resigned their 
positions in their native Belize to 


enhance their ministries by migrating to 
the United States. 

Of the nine parish priests now 
working in the diocese two are 
foreigne:s. The proud parishioners of 
St. John's Cathedral Church, who have 
experienced the pride of having 
their own local bishop, have watched 
with unease as one by one the local 
clergy take leave of the new Bishop and 
are replaced by priests from other 
lands. 


To walk in the footsteps of the late 
Bishop Anthony Sylvester would be 
daunting to any man. Bishop Sylvester 
was tall and imposing. He was 
supportive of the local clergy and a 
warm and caring parish priest beneath 
his bishop's robes. During his life and 
after his tragic death in an auto 
accident people love and remember him 
and miss him and try to measure others 
by his performance. 


But the two men are of different 
personalities and different stature. 
Bishop McMillan is an administrator not 
a populist. He is concerned with 
things, whereas Bishop Sylvester was 
concerned about people. Bishop 
Sylvester never snapped at his 
congregation or tried to make them feel 
inferior. He went out of his way to take 
funerals and his simple eulogies were a 

















relevatio., to many on how well he 
understood human nature. 


The newest problem, Bishop 
McMillan's reluctance to place more 
authority in the hands of the local 
clergy, is only the latest phase of a 
steady deterioration between Bishop and 
congregation. it is a serious 
deterioration which has_ reached the 
point of confrontation. 


Anglicans confronted the Sexton when 
the Bishop ordered the Cathedral locked, 
and physically demanded the key. This 
happened after the Bishop refused 
permission to the Youth Group to hold 
an entertainment function at the Bishop 


/9317 
CSO: 3298/476 


32 


Sylvester Memorial Center and obliged 
hundreds of parishioners and invitees to 
turn away in disappointment. 


The confrontation has made the Bishop 

even more adamant and the umbraged 
parishioners more determined. So far it 
has been a test of wills, but it cannot 
go on for much longer. If there is to 
be peace, both sides will have to adapt 
and make concessions. 


The big question: !s there someone or 
some group of sufficient stature in the 
Anglican Community to sit both sides 
down and talk to them in the interests 
of Anglican unity and _ Christian 
brotherhood? 

A great deal hangs on the balance. 











JPRS=LAM=86<062 
17 July 1986 


BELIZE 


AIKMAN REPORTEDLY IN RIFT WITH MINISTRY DEPUTY 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 11 May 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


/9317 


BELIZE CITY, Thurs. May 1 

Reliable sources say that the 
rift between Education, Culture 
and Tourism Minister Derek Aikman, 
and the Deputy Minister, Henry 
Young, has widened to the point 
where there is no communication 
whatsoever. 

Our sources say that Mr. Young 
has given the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Manuel Esquivel, what amounts 
to an ultimatum - Aikman or he, 
Young, will have to go. 

The problem is not one of ideology, 
or even personality per se. Derek 
Aikman and Henry Young were 
personal friends for some 
years before the general elections 
of 1984. In ‘act, they were good 
friends and nave many views in 
common. 

But Derek Aikman has now become 
the Cabinet’s most controversial 
Minister,  superseding even"the 
unguided". This year alone, there 
have been the Barracks Issue (tourism 
related), BELCAST (education), 
and the Arts Council (Culture). 
Now there is another tourism related 
uproar, as the word on the corner 
is that Tourist Board Executive 
Secretary Aloysius Palacio will 


be guillotined on orders from the 
Minister. 

Now Ministers have the ultimate 
authority and _ responsibility in 
their ministries, and while what 
is being done by Derek is usually 
an issue itself, how he does it Is 
eveh more an issue. 

In the first few months of his 
administration Derek would say 
that he had been singled out for 
special venom by the PUP and 
the BELIZE TIMES because he 
had defeated thelr darling, former 
P.M. George Price. . 

And what a defeat it was! Derek 
destroyed a political legend in 
a sensational campaign. 

Ay, but there may be the rub. 
There is a difference between 
campaigning and governing. And 
it seems fairly clear that Mr. Aikman 
places greater store in the advice 
of the architects of his campaign, 
than in the thinking of his colleagues 
and that of the professionals within 
his Ministry. 

The situation is not a crisis for 
Prime Minister Esquivel but it 
is a thorny situation, one which 
has been in need of attention and 
surgery for some time, and is now 
demanding it. 


CSO: 3298/476 
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BELIZE 


ORANGE WALK OFFICIALS CHARGED WITH THEFT OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 18 May 86 p 1 


[Text] One senior public officer and his clerk of the Orange Walk Treasury 
Department have been arrested and charged jointly with the theft of more 
than a quarter of a million dollars in government funds taken during a one 
week period from May 8 to 14, 1986. 


Police picked up 36 year old District Accountant Rupert Magana and his lst 
class clerk, 25 year old Ms Estaquia Torres on Thursday after special 
investigators checking their work found evidence to suggest that the two 
had engaged in a massive rip-off of government funds. 


Auditors are still delving into the books to try to determine the full 
extent of the fraud. 


A magistrate's court in Orange Walk which conducted the preliminary 
investigation on Thursday found that there was sufficient grounds for a 
hearing and remanded both to a Supreme Court jury trial in Corozal which 
is likely to take place in July, 1986. 


Both suspects have been released on bail which amounted to the equivalent 
of $280,000 in real property. Estaquia Torres was released from custody 
after Orange Walk businessman Wilfred Coral put up satisfactory surety 
for her bail. Four bonds-persons provided the surety for the release of 
Magana. They are Margarita Magana, his wife, Estela Ortiz, Armando Gomez 
and Gumercindo Hernandez. 


/9317 
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strong over the Swing Bricge, 
through Central Park and over to 
Orange Street where they raised 


their pickets in criticism of the UDP 


government. 
The most vocal of these had come 
from the newly incorporated 


township of San Pedro on the island 
of Ambergris Caye. They were very 
upset about a decision of the 
Minister of Local Government to 
limit the size of their town to a 
little more than 6 square miles. San 
Pedranos want the old boundaries, 
which gave the town a size of 15.6 
square miles, restored. The 
rollback in size has cost the town 
some $45,000 in property taxes and 
trade licenses, they complained. 
There were also protests from the 


/9317 
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BELIZE 
PROTESTERS BLOCK TRAFFIC, SCORE GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 18 May 86 p 13 
[Text ] 
Belize City, Wednesday May 7: 
PICKETERS today blocked traffic = Market ee oe 
ae th oe Se Sw eran” ter market stalls from 
marched in a force of more than 70 $10.80 to $16.00 a week. "The 


Mayor will not give us an audience. 
We want to negotiate this sudden 
increase of $5.20," they said. 

Other protesters with their 
pickets denounced the government's 
decision to close the Belize School 
of ‘Arts, Science and Technology: 
criticized 2 the government for not 
doing more to save the Libertad 
Sugar Factory from closure. There 
was also criticism over a decision to 
provide a portion of land, reserved 
as an extension for Rogers Stadium, 
to Batty Bus Service for a bus 
terminal. 

The protesters were led by 
former Minister of Education in the 
old government,  attorney-at-law 
Said Musa. _— 
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BELIZE 





PUP WINNING MAJORITIES IN VILLAGE COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 27 Apr 86 p 3 


tenes The UDP Goverment aw- villagers have resorted 
are of its falling  pop- ‘to the PUF to hv1p_— save 
ularity decided to delay them from destructive po- 
village council elections licies of the Esquivel go- 
and so muster suprort in vermment. 
villages.But their plan So far, th e village- 
failed as village Coun-. council elections held in 
Ccils demanded elections, the Corozal District has 
the time had come, shown a mas3ive support 
Countrywide as elece to the PUP.Candidates 
tions “are being democra- known to be supporters of 
tically held, the outcome that: party have been elec- 
is clear.The UDP govern- ted. In other villages the 
ment has lost support and situation is the same, 
the People's United Party The mes-age to Mr, & s- 
candidates are winning by quivel aad his Ministers 
overwhelming majority. is evident - The People's 
Although thesec elec« United Party will be ree 
tions should not be held turned to govern. 
on a party basis, the 
/9317 
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BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


EEC AID--A four man deiegation from the European Economic Community 
wrapped up a four day visit to Belize earlier this week by endorsing an 
aid package for Belize under the Lome 11 programme worth $25.2 million. 
The mission held broad discussions about development priorities for Belize 
and aspects of co-operation between Belize and EEC. [Text] [Belize City 
THE REPORTER in English 11 May 86 p 8] /9317 


DEFENSE FORCE LEADER--Belmopan, Thurs May 8--Lieutenant Colonel Trevor 
Veitch is the new Commandant of the Belize Defence Force. Commandant 
Veitch took over the leadership of the BDF from Lieutenant Colonel Julian 
Starmer-Smith at the Change of Command Parade held today at Price Barracks. 
Main Speaker at the Change of Command parade was the Acting Prime Minister 
Mr Curl Thompson. In welcoming the new Commandant of the BDF, the Acting 
Prime Minister said the Belize Defence Force is vibrant and its morale has 
never been higher.--(GIS) [Text] [Belize City AMANDALA in English 

16 May 86 p 5] /9317 


WORKERS" PROBLEMS--As we observe this year's Labour Day on May 2, the 
nation of Belize is suffering perhaps the highest rate of unemployment 
and under employment ever. The Trade Union Movement is not in a happy 
state. The Movement is weak and divided. The workers are suffering 
under a Government of so called "free enterprise" which panders to the 
greed of the privileged few. The time has come for the workers of Belize 
to unite and fight for their survival. [Text] [Belize City THE BELIZE 
TIMES in English 4 May 86 pp 1, 12] /9317 


RELATIONS WITH PANAMA--It is surprising that no announcement has been made 
about the closure of diplomatic relations between Panama and Belize. This 
former friend of Belize who was so helpful in the past now only maintains 
consular facilities in Belize. The once internationally popular Belize 

is being slowly isolated as an American satellite. The P.M.'s call for 
closer ties with the US is the measure of our loss of esteem among the 
family of nations. [Text] [From unsigned column "Dick & Jerry"] 

[Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 11 May 86 p 6] /9317 
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BOLIVIA 


YPFB ENGINEERS PROPOSE MEASURES TO ENSURE DOMESTIC SUPPLY 
La Paz HOY in Spanish 15 Apr 86 p 7 


[Text] Adequate financial support for Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales 
Bolivianos so as to ensure the future supply of fuel for the country, the 
restructuring of the state oil company and the alternative use of gas are the 
main recommendations of the national company's Congress of Engineers and 
Geologists. 


The Association of Engineers and Geologists of YPFB, holding its tenth 
congress, passed ten resolutions intended to ensure the future supply of fuel 
by means of an appropriate energy policy. 


The document presenting the conclusions of this important meeting of 
technical states: 


"1) Request the government to provide sufficient resources to YPFB so as 
not to place at risk the country's future energy supply. 


2) Request the government to take decisions about the use of natural gas in 
view of the excess volume of gas production that will necessarily come about 
due to initiating the exploitation of the condensed gas fields to cover the 
demand for liquid fuels. 


3) Demand of the government sufficient economic and financial support from 
YPFB's own resources, so as to create the basis for massive use of natural 

gas in the country and permit in this way the immediate initiation of a policy 
of substitution of scarce liquid products with natural gas. 


4) Ask the Ministry of Energy and Hydrocarbons to define a price policy for 
natural gas bearing in mind: 


--its sale as fuel in the internal market, 

--its export, 

--its use as a raw material in industrial processes that provide it with an 
added value. 


In this regard technical-economic standards are provided on how prices 
should be determined in each case. 
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5) As one of the alternative uses of gas, the conclusion of the study of 
the conversion of natural gas into liquid hydrocarbons is recommended to the 
government. 


6) Support the Exploration Management's projects, which must necessarily 
culminate in a stage of exploratory drilling. 


7) Financial resources assigned to the Administration's prospecting programs 
should not be affected for any reason or justification. 


8) Maintain the areas selected by Exploration Management as areas reserved 
for YPFB. 


9) Request that the government include YPFB within the purview of Decree 
21060 since our company requires special treatment in order to be able to 


fulfill the objectives of a competitive oil company. 


10) Restructure YPFB so as to have operating administrations for each 
specialty while maintaining a single integrated enterprise." 


12856/9435 
CSO: 3348/590 
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BRIEFS 


CENTRAL BANK REORGANIZED--In order to overcome the serious deficiencies 
discovered by the comptrollership of the Bolivian Central Bank, the bank's 
board of directors will proceed to modify the operations, constitution, 
statutes and regulations of the country's money-issuing entity. This 
information was provided by the acting president of the Central Bank, Jaime 
Escobar, who said at a press conference yesterday that the auditing by the 
comptroller's office has the effect of a healthy diagnosis of the afflictions 
that are common to almost all the state institutions and enterprises. Some 
days ago the final report of the auditing carried out by the General 
Comptroller's Office of the Republic was published. It involved nearly 100 
people involved in some of the deficiencies discovered in the Central Bank, 
such as acquisitions of vehicles and real estate at excessive prices, lavish 
expenses on social affairs, excessive traveling expenses, personal gifts, 
and other items. Escobar said that technical assistance will be provided by 
the World Bank to implement reforms in the Central Bank and to design an 
accounting system. He added that immediate actions will include measures to 
verify accounting statements independently of previous balances; reformation 
of internal auditing divisions and inspection by competent personnel from 
other sections of the Central Bank. After admitting that the Comptroller's 
report reveals the moral laxity of the bank's officials, Escobar added that 
the responsibility of employees at the operation level is less than that of 
executive officials or directors. [Text] [La Paz HOY in Spanish 15 Apr 86 

p 7] 12856/9435 


CSO: 3348/590 
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BRAZIL 


MILITARY REACTION TO DRAFT RILL ALTERING ARMED FORCES FUNCTION 
Study Commission Report 

Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 5 Jun 86 p 5 

[Article by Carlos Chagas] 


[Text] Should the armed forces have the constitutional mission of guaranteeing 
domestic law and order? This is a provision of the present constitution and the 
military ministers have spoken favorably in this respect whenever asked this year 
and last. They believe that domestic security should be included among the func- 
tions of the military. 


It happens that the Provisional Commission on Constitutional Studies has just ap- 
proved a proposal to the contrary. The draft bill being prepared under the direc- 
tion of Afonso Arinos assigns the armed forces the task of assuring the nation's 
sovereignty and independence, the integrity of its territory and the constitutional 
powers. It says nothing of executing national security policy, and much less about 
guaranteeing law and order. Its thrust is to remove the army, navy and air force 
from the domestic-security scene. 


The draft bill explicitly assigns maintenance of public order to the civil police of 
the states, responsible to the governors. Under guarantee of the law, there is no 
explicit reference in the plan's chapter devoted to defense of the state, civil so- 
ciety and democratic institutions and democratic institutions, presumably because 

it will be included in the articles under judicial power. 


The suggestion of the Provisional Commission on Constitutional Studies is likely to 
generate considerable debate, but it was approved by its plenary body at meetings 
in Rio 1 month ago. From now on, and when the draft bill is submitted to President 
Jose Sarney in September, the military are likely to voice confidential efforts to 
preserve their current powers. 


The draft bill, with several chapters already approved, upgrades the assignments of 
the civil police of the states, putting them above the military police. Not only 
maintenance of public order but also protection of persons and property becomes the 
duty of the civil police. They will exercise overt and preventive vigilance and 
will act as judiciary police. They may have uniformed agents and will observe 
strict compliance with the law, being punished for abuse of authority. In 
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municipalities with over 200,000 inhabitants, it authorizes creation and maintenance 
of municipal guards as auxiliaries of the civil police. The states may create and 
maintain military police, although subordinated to the state executive power, simply 
to be used as shock troops, firemen and overt police, when there are not enough uni- 
formed agents of the civil police. 


This innovation will also arouse debate because, in practice, it will reduce the 
activity and importance of the military police. The present constitution institutes 
the military police for maintenance of public order and there is no reference to 

the role of civil police. 


We were told yesterday that in the chapter suggested as "Defense of State, Civil 
Society and Democratic Institutions" the Provisional Commission for Constitutional 
Studies proposes creation of a state of alarm, parallel to the state of siege and 
viewed as a necessary mechanism to preserve or promptly reestablish, in certain 
restricted areas, public order or social peace, threatened or hit by calamities 

or serious disturbances that do not require declaration of a state of siege. 


Military to Study Proposal 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 10 Jun 86 p 4 


[Text] After a 4-hour meeting attended by the six military ministers, Air Minister 
Gen Moreira Lima and Armed Forces Chief of Staff [EMFA] Adm Jose Maria do Amaral 
expressed their position opposed to any change in the text of the constitution 
dealing with the role of the armed forces. "This is our tradition, the tradition 
of many Brazilian constitutions," the EMFA chief insisted. But the joint position 
of the military on the subject will be established after a special group made up of 
officers of the three branches--Adm Cesar Flores, Air Gen Clovis Pavan and Gen 
Anibal Pacheco--finish their study of the proposal by the Provisional Commission 
for Constitutional Studies to remove from the constitution the responsibility of 
the armed forces for preservation of domestic law and order. 


Discussion of the proposal from the commission headed by Afonso Arinos was not in- 
cluded on the agenda given reporters before the meeting, because it was considered 
a "secret topic," but it was the most important issue at the meeting of the military 
ministers. Besides this, they analyzed use of the extensive area of Cachimbo, in 
Para, as a military proving ground, and the sending of military attaches to China. 


This time the monthly meeting of the military ministers was at Army Headquarters, 
completely closed to the press. It was attended by ministers Leonidas Pires 
Gongalves of the army, Moreira Lima of the air force, Henrique Saboia of the navy, 
Jose Maria do Amaral of the EMFA, Bayma Denis of the military household and Ivan 
Mendes of the SNI [National Intelligence Service]. 


According to a later report by Air Gen Moreira Lima, the meeting also was used by 
the ministers to evaluate and analyze the work of each sector in the field of 
ordnance. 
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Helicopters 


In this field, there was also discussion of installing a helicopter industry in the 
nation. The military ministers think the output of this industry should be export- 
oriented, and not only for the domestic market. 


The army is especially eager fora solution to the problem and would like the Minis- 
try of Industry and Commerce to choose the foreign firm responsible for manufac- 
turing the helicopters soon. As there is no consensus among the military as to the 
best option, mainly because the Air Ministry does not consider this segment a prom- 
ising market, the officers of the High Command felt it best to let President Sarney 
make the decision as to the best formula. 


Opposition from STM 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Jun 86 p 9 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--Air Force Gen Deoclecio Lima de Siqueira, minister of the 
Superior Military Court [STM], also spoke against the proposal of the Provisional 
Commission for Constitutional Studies in reference to the armed forces and asserted 
yesterday that the mention of its responsibilities in the foreign and domestic 
fields should be maintained in the new constitution. The general views the armed 
forces as apolitical national institutions intended for "defense of sovereignty, 
constitutional powers, law and order." 


He stressed, however, that the armed forces should remain under the command of the 
president of the republic and "within the democratic juridical order, which must 
provide support for their activities." In this regard, he said that "dictatorships 
are not even good for training the military, because they do not even assure pro- 
fessionalization at the desired level." 


Jurist Miguel Reale Jr, in turn, said that "the armed forces must be co-responsible, 
under the command of the president of the republic, and at the side of the legis- 
lative branch, for maintaining constitutional order." Although Reale Jr is a mem- 
ber of the Provisional Commission for Constitutional Studies, he did not support 

the proposal for altering the mission of the armed forces. Meanwhile, the attorney 
general of the republic, Sepulveda Pertence, recommended that the commission replace 
the function of the armed forces with “another one just as effective, and effective 
within the democratic system." In his opinion, "the document approved by the com- 
mission provides for the armed forces to protect the sovereignty of the nation and 
the integrity of its territory and of the constitutional powers." And some mili- 
tary advisers that analyzed the question maintained that the land forces have the 
right to express their opinion. 
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BRAZIL 


PROPOSAL OF PLEBISCITE ON NEW CONSTITUTION GAINING FAVOR 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Jun 86 p 5 
[Article by Carlos Chagas] 


[Text] A plebiscite for the people to express themselves about the new constitu- 
tion, after being promulgated by the National Constituent Assembly, late in 1987? 
Technically, there is no need for this, but, in political terms, it could become 
the solution for the New Republic and the members of the constituent assembly to 
clothe the outcome of their work next year with greater legitimacy. The idea is 
beginning to circulate in Planalta Palace and party politicians are looking upon 
it favorably. Through the plebiscite, besides ratifying (or not) the new consti- 
tution, the nation could make up for the National Constituent Assembly's original 
defects. After all, it does not follow the usual standards of constitutional law, 
as it was called on short notice and without the occurrence of a real break with 
the previous regime. It is a blow to the gradual transition pursued thus far, nor 
is its congressional nature any more convincing. In truth, it is not a National 
Constituent Assembly that will meet next year, but a Constitutional Congress. The 
election in November will not be for popular representatives specifically chosen 
to write a new constitution, but for deputies and senators who, in the first year 
of the new congressional session, will also have special, inherent constituent pow- 
ers, being able to decide by simple majority and not by the two-thirds indicative 
of derivative constituent powers inherent to all congresses. The Senate and the 
Chamber of Deputies, moreover, will function normally, simultaneously with the Na- 
tional Constituent Assembly, made up of the same persons. 


At best, it is a makeshift arrangement. At worst, it is contrived trickery, as 
logic and necessity would have indicated only one path to be followed by the New 
Republic: calling, on 15 March 1985, a real National Constituent Assembly, capable 
of meeting in 30 or 60 days and with the specific mission of writing a new consti- 
tution, after which it would be dissolved. Of course, in such a case the Chamber 
and the Senate would also have been dissolved, with elections held after promulga- 
tion of the new constitution for deputy and senator, which would begin a new con- 
gressional session, now fully democratic. 


This path was rejected by almost everyone, including President Tancredo Neves. In 
addition to reasons of a political nature, there were reasons of a self-serving 
nature. Among the former there was the fear that the former holders of power would 
not accept the solution, fearing a policy of revanche, radicalism and even unfore- 
seeable events that could result from a sovereign National Constituent Assembly 
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holding all national power, meeting right after the end of authoritarianism. And 
what if it established direct elections for 1985, interrupting the negotiated man- 
date of the first administration of the New Republic? Or what if it adopted whim- 
sical institutional paths and ideas unacceptable to all of those who were leaving and 
most of those who were arriving, to say nothing of those who were staying? A vio- 
lent crisis could erupt, and the cautious Tancredo Neves chose the Constituent As- 
sembly at a future date, anialgamated with Congress. 


As self-serving reasons, the interests of the immense majority of congressmen made 
themselves felt. After all, they spent fortunes getting elected in 1982, to terms 
of 4 years for the deputies and 8 years for the senators. To nullify their invest- 
ment halfway through their term, force them to spend even more trying to get elected 
to the constituent assembly and, still worse, going through another election for the 
regular congressional session, struck all of them as simply unacceptable. They 
would not have much money left, opening the way for those who did, or would have to 
obligate themselves to unspeakable sacrifices. Their legalistic and democratic 
spirit did not go that far, and thus a conciliatory formula--the present one--was 
found. 


The obligations of Brazilian improvisation were not kept waiting. Much of the au- 
thoritarian refuse left by the dictatorship remained and still remains encrusted in 
the legislation, starting with the constitution and spreading through the comple- 
mentary laws, the regular laws and the decree-laws. Today we are no longer a dic- 
tatorship, but we are not a full democracy either. Not even in thought, while the 
existing constitution remains in force, with the emergencies and the state of emer- 
gency, or the authoritarian laws, such as the press law and the national security 
law and so many others. The fact that they have not been applied reveals the good in- 
tentions and unusual inclinations of the current administration, but is not charac- 
teristic of a democratic regime, but rather a regime of Santa Clauses eager to dem- 
onstrate good will and hand out presents. 


What should have been done yesterday was left for tomorrow, that is, a complete re- 
modeling of the house from the ground up. The Sarney administration has been en- 
gaged in making changes, some of them in the constitution, such as the return to 
direct elections in the future, and the result, more theoretical than practical, 
has been institutional confusion. 


Through all this, there has been no public support or awareness of the National 
Constituent Assembly (or Constitutional Congress) that will meet in February. There 
is even doubt whether it can produce a text in keeping with our economic and social 
needs. Partly because it will take up its duties without knowing its precise lim- 
its. For example: if the majority wishes, can the mandate of President Jose 
Sarney be considered interrupted? Of course, in practice, this will never occur, 
but, in theory, it could happen, inasmuch as national constituent assemblies, by 
law, hold all power. And, more or less, so does ours. But witness the singular 
reaction of the armed forces simply upon learning that the obscure Provisional Com- 
mission for Constitutional Studies approved a suggestion to deprive them of their 
constitutional function as guarantors of the law and domestic order. 


Such are the reasons that some top-level palace advisers are thinking up ways of 
giving, if not the National Constituent Assembly, at least the product of its 
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efforts, a certain type of supplemental legitimacy. A national plebiscite could 
bring the new constitution the specific approval of the nation. And it would not 
represent an unprecedented innovation, as it has been done before. In 1958 General 
de Gaulle wrote a constitution for France, abstracted the powers of the National 
Assembly and consulted the people directly, through a plebiscite from which he 
emerged the clear winner. The French text will soon have lasted for 30 years. 
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BRAZIL 


SARNEY SEEKS PFL AID TO ENSURE AD VICTORY IN THREE STATES 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Jun 86 p 7 


[Text] President Jose Sarney asked the PFL [Liberal Front Party] for help in assur- 
ing victory for the Democratic Alliance [AD] or at least for the parties of which 

it consists in three states--Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and Rio Grande do Sul. The 
president, as reported by PFL leaders yesterday, is concerned about the elections in 
those states because regional defeat could weaken the alliance nationally by reduc- 
ing its numbers in the constituext assembly. 


Sarney's intermediary for solving this problem is the national chairman of the PFL, 
Senator Guilherme Palmeira, who begins talks tomorrow with candidates and possible 
candidates whose ideas are the same as those of the Democratic Alliance. First he 
wiil talk with Wellington Moreira Franco, former mayor of Rio de Janeiro, who is 
competing with Senator Nelson Carneiro at the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party] convention, united with the PFL to succeed Leonel Brizola. The evening will 
be the turn of the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party] candidate for governor of Sao Paulo, 
Antonio Ermirio de Moraes, with whom he will have dinner. The senator will reaf- 
firm once more the support of the PFL national committee for his candidacy, in an 
attempt to prevent the regional committee of the party from becoming allied with 
the PDS [Social Democratic Party] candidate, Paulo Maluf. 


Palmeira fears that the excessive preoccupation with regional problems will lead to 
disastrous consequences for the Democratic Alliance and jeopardize the government's 
majority in congress. "Political leaders must become aware that the parties are 

not regional and the next election does not involve only state offices but choice 
of members of the National Constituent Assembly, which will have full powers to 
change everything, even the length of their terms," the national PFL chairman noted. 


The Alagoas senator warned that, at the same time that politicians are paying atten- 
tion to state offices, "making agreements and seeking alliances that are not always 
in keeping with party guidelines, as in the Sao Paulo case, the election for the 
constituent assembly is being arranged in business offices, at the mercy of the 
influence of economic power and reactionary forces not committed to the essential 
task of the New Republic; which is consolidation of democratic life." Palmeira 

said he is "horrified" by the high costs of the election campaign and stressed the 
necessity of "rigorously monitoring such expenditures, so that the election is not 
transformed into one big sales promotion." 
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Hope 


Not only Guilherme Palmeira and President Sarney are turning their attention to 
certain alliances in the states. The chief of the president's civilian household, 
Minister Marco Maciel, another national leader of the PFL, asserted again on Friday 
that he does not believe his party in Sao Paulo will unite with Paulo Maluf's PDS. 
His reason for this belief is that "the PFL, more than any other political force, 

is identified with the New Republic, because it was born with it, at the same time." 


Maciel believes that Deputy Paulo Maluf will be defeated "by the candidates that 
are committed to the ideas of the New Republic." He Supports the union with the PTB 
and does not hide his great admiration for its candidate, Antonio Ermirio de Moraes. 
The minister stressed that the opinion polls "reveal momentum, not just a trend." 


In the other states, although acknowledging the difficulty of reconstructing the 
Democratic Alliance, Marco Maciel is also certain that "the candidates committed to 
the platform of the New Republic will be victorious because its leader, President 
Jose Sarney, has public support such as has never been seen before." 


Another party that perceived the threat of “reunification of authoritarianism 
around the candidacy of Paulo Maluf" in Sao Paulo was the Brazilian Communist Party, 
which at the end of the week issued a statement reaffirming its support for the 
PMDB candidate, Orestes Quercia, in a union "committed to democracy and to the 
changes in the state and the nation." 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BRAZIL 


COMPUTER INDUSTRY, POLITICIANS FAVOR PROTECTIONISM 
UFRJ Comparative Study 
Sao Paulo DADOS & IDEIAS in Portuguese Apr 86 pp 48-49 


[Article by Mario Fonseca: "Without Protectionism “here 7s \o Local 
Industry" ] 


[Text] South Korea, with an industry historically more backward than that 
of Brazil, is the third country in the world to produce 256 kilobyte chips 
(the others are the United States of America and Japan) with its own tech- 
nological and capital resources. Today, a genuinely South Korean industry 
places a microcomputer, the Leading Edge, on the international market. It is 
compatible with the IBM-PC, runs 50 percent faster and costs $1,400. The 
price of the IBM-PC is around $2,000. 


These results obtained by a semi-industrialized country with an economy that 
until recently was agrarian, and a per capita income similar to that of 
Brazil, attracted the attention of Brazilian scholars. A group of re- 
searchers of the Institute of Industrial Economy of the School of Economy 

of the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro resolved to include it in a 
comparative study on the development of the data processing industry in 
lesser developed countries together with Mexico and Brazil. 


Although it is far from North American pressures, South Korea has legislation 
reserving the market for its national capital in the area of microcomputers 
and microelectronics. It is interesting that despite the fact that Brazil 
has become one of the favorite targets of American pressures because of its 
policy on informatics, a policy originating inthe Executive Branch, in 

South Korea protectionism and interference by the state in the sector is 
extremely emphatic. 


The Korean Government participates from the initial phase of the industry, 
through structural planning, even firmly directing private investments, 

in addition to acting directly in research, technological development and 
the training of a labor force. 
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Paulo Tigre, a researcher in the Institute of Economy, says that an initial 
explanation for the fact that South Korea built an autonomous informatics 
industry with a reserved market and without the pressures suffered by Brazil 
is the fact that the country is located in an area of political tension in 
which the confidence in investments by the multinationals is less. 


Comparing the situations of informatics in the three countries, Paulo Tigre 
is certain of one thing, although studies are not yet in a conclusive phase: 
"Without protectionism there is no local industry." 


It was the South Korean minister of trade and industry who synchronized the 
activity of the electronics industry, following a plan carefully explained 
in three basic plans: "Long-Range Plan for the Electronics Industry" (1982); 
"Long-Range Plan for the Semiconductor Industry" (1982) and "Master Plan for 
the Creation of the Computer Industry" (1984). 


In the field of research and technology, the plans established an increase in 
spending, equal to 1.1 percent of its GNP in 1982 (similar to Canada), to 

2 percent of the GNP in 1986 (a ratio comparable to that of Japan, Sweden and 
Holland). The government manages research directly. The Ministry of Science 
and Technology is responsible for the Advanced Science and Technology Insti- 
tute of Korea (KIET) and the Institute of Electronic Technology of Korea 
(KIET)--which specializes in semiconductors, covering the area from the 
planning stage to the manufacture of integrated circuits, and it has 200 
professionals of an advanced level. The Institute of Research in 
Telecommunications and Eletronics Technology of Korea (KETRI) subordinated 

to KTA (South Korean telecommunications authority), with 650 technicians, 
attends to advanced systems of electronic distribution, data networks and 
optical fibers. 


The Ministry of Education placed microelectronics on the curriculum of 
secondary ucation schools in the most varied university courses. 


Private companies participate, although to a lesser degree, in research 
efforts in their own laboratories. 


All this led to the fact that only 20 percent of electronic production in 
South Korea is generated by foreign companies; 22 percent by companies formed 
through joint ventures (partnership of national and foreign capital), and 

58 percent by genuinely national companies. 


A reserve in microelectronics and in the market for small computers was 
signed for national companies as in Brazil. There are joint ventures for the 
production of minicomputers. The mainframe computers are already in the 
hands of the multinationals. However, since the domestic market for that 
type of product in South Korea is not significant, the most prominent pre- 
sence of the foreign companies is in the field of modules and components, 

in which they have 70 percent of production. 
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However, South Korea is basically distinguished from Brazil in two areas: 


1) its production is basically for export, reaching 60 percent of the total 
for consumer informatics production and 32 percent for industrial electron- 
ics; 


2) production of national informatics is concentrated in the hands of a few 
large business conglomerates with interests in multiple sectors of the 
economy, unlike Brazil (specifically there are only six large local groups: 
Goldstar, Samsung, Hyundai, Daewoo, Korea Electronics and Anam) . 


It is in this second area that the great difference resides with respect to 
Brazil, as researcher Paulo Tigre points out. 


"The important thing in the success of Korea," he says, "is that the com- 
puter was born in a large television industry. Production began at a lower 
price, allowing international competitiveness, because there was not only 
an economy of scale but also of purpose, since production lines were not 
concentrated on a single product. There is the additional fact that there 
was already some industrial experience and the existence of quality controls 
and tests." 


Another advantage of state support is that they have interests in other 
markets and that the conglomerates can devote themselves to the production of 
chips with monetary losses in the short term, but in the future they will 
have in their hands a basic component, including for the industry in general, 
which is microelectronics. 


Paulo Tigre see valuable lessons for Brazil in the South Korean experience: 
“Brazil needs to think of its informatics as a complex. Today there is a 
great dichotomy among the national industry, which has already appeared, 
the telecommunications sector, and the companies of the Manaus Free Trade 
Zone, which affects production scales." 


According to him, Mexico is a country where the impossibility of applying a 
policy of reserving the market has prevented the emergence of a local 
industry with its own technology, and competitive. 


In 1981, the Mexicans restricted imports and began to prepare a local 
production policy. They reserved the market only in microcomputers. Some 
national companies appeared but later on they became joint ventures with 
North American companies. 


The informatics industry in Mexico, concluded Paulo Tigre, who was there 
researching the sector for the UN, "became the backup for the American 
industry. HP, for example, has a plant there as a security measure in 
case of the occurrence of problems in its industry in the United States." 
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Under this scheme of things, the transfer of technology to Mexico is small, 
although the country already has a considerable fount of competent human 
resources in the universities and institutes of high caliber. Meanwhile, 
South Korea, he points out, with fewer human resources, is advancing rapidly 
because in order to assimilate technology it even buys shares in American 
companies. After that phase, it sells its products to the American market 
itself. 


Paulo Tigre explains that Mexican policy is influenced by its proximity to 
the United States: "The Mexicans learn of new U.S. products on the market 
immediately, but it is difficult to insure the entry of products across the 
border. It is impossible to encourage the market for local conditions." 


South Korea has already passed Mexico in the production of informatics and 
will soon pass Brazil in productivity and quality, Paulo Tigre estimates. 
"South Korea should be more successful in the long term; it is already heading 
for high technology in informatics and is competitive internationally." 


PFL Senate Leader Interview 
Sao Paulo DADOS & IDEAS in Portuguese Apr 86 pp 64-65 


[Interview by Denise Silva with Senator Carlos Alberto Chiarelli, PFL leader 
in the Senate] 


[Text] In the midst of the legislative recess and in the midst of the 
government crisis, during the first ministerial reform of President Jose 
Sarney, the PFL [Liberal Front Party] leader in the Senate, Carlos 

Chiarelli, became the spokesman for the government on the question of infor- 
matics, announcing the decisions of the president so that the National 
Congress may approve, still in this half of the year, the National Informatics 
and Automation Plan (PLANIN). 


It is the belief of the Rio Grande do Sul senator that his party, by taking 
into its hands the banner of defense of the Brazilian informatics policy, 
in no way clashes with its behavior toward the other questions imposed by 
Brazilian society. 


Describing the PFL as the “progressive party without boasting," "responsibly 
nationalist," and "authentic in serious subjects," Chiarelli declares that 
other parties speak of progressiveness but do not practice it, while the 
Liberal Front, which does not have a great deal of publicity, always leads 
the way with the most progressive questions of society. 


The interview with Senator Chiarelli was held before the approval of the 
System of urgency for voting on PLANIN. 


DADOS & IDEAS: The PFL is now moving to the front on the question of 
informatics. In the Senate, for example, it was the leadership of the PFL 
who seized the initiative at the request of President Jose Sarney to vote as 
quickly as possible on PLANIN. Did the Liberal Front change? 
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Chiarelli: The plan is of the Executive. Being of the Executive it is of 
the Democratic Alliance and of the Liberal Front Party. The New Republic was 
elected, which among other attributions had the commitment of defending an 
authentic informatics policy that would be capable of supporting the 
Brazilian market and stimulate our technological autonomy and our political 
emancipation. 


DADOS & IDEAS: But some sectors complain about the hurry of the government 
for voting on PLANIN. 


Chiarelli: The government sent the plan to the Chamber of Deputies in 
October and it took it 2 months to approve it. The document arrived here on 
the last day, which prevented us from beginning the handling of the matter 
last year. The president found himself with the choice, in view of the 
yearly schedule that regulates the financial budget, of issuing a "stopgap" 
decree in December, decree which would be valid for 6 months. Now he awaits 
the final decision in Congress. 


We need to have sufficient speed--particularly in a year in which Congress 

is going to be very depopulated during the second half because of electoral 
party~political demands made by the constituencies of legislators--to approve 
the matter now. 


DADOS & IDEAS: But why the urgent voting of the plan? 


Chiarelli: In the senate we demanded a request for simple urgency for 
handling PLANIN. With simple urgency there is the period of one week for 
final deliberation. Moreover, the plan was in Congress during the entire 
recess and could have been, therefore, perfectly studied by whoever wanted 
to delve into it. It is not our intention to take anyone by surprise or to 
approve something unknown. 


DADOS & IDEAS: The PFL is always seen as the more conservative arm of the 
government... 


Chiarelli: It is seen that way by those with defective glasses. 
DADOS & IDEAS: But, senator, what is the nationalism of the PFL? 


Chiarelli: It is the protection necessary for our market, the incentive for 
national industry to become competitive and strong, without monopolies or 
official privilges. 


Our party adopts the progressive line without boasting, a responsible 
nationalistic and authentic line in serious matters. Advocacy of the 
reservation of the market is not a matter of an isolated position. Whoever 
followed the government of President Jose Sarney during the past year saw, 
for example, that those who took the initiative in the most courageous and 
progressive positions were the ministers of the Liberal Front. It was the 
minister of the Liberal Front, Aureliano Chaves, who before the amnesty law 
was approved, issued an amnesty to those who had been cassated and 


53 











reincorporated them into PETROBRAS. It was the minister of the Liberal 
Front, Marco Maciel, who took the initiative and removed from legal exe- 
cration the National Union of Students and reestablished its rights and 
representativeness. And the one who reinitiated negotiations for preparing 
the renewal of ties with Cuba was the minister of the Liberal Front, Olavo 
Setubal. There are many people who speak of progressiveness but do not 
practice it. We do it. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Today the Liberal Front has Minister Antonio Carlos Magalhaes, 
who was always outstanding because of his criticism of the national infor- 
matics policy. How do you explain that? 


Chiarelli: There was resistance in the Ministry of Communications to the law 
reserving the market long before Minister Antonio Carlos headed the Ministry. 
The minister, because of his team here in this house, had an opposite view. 
The minister may have listened, let us say, to the expressions of his 
technicians, but today is absolutely supportive, as a minister of the govern- 
ment, of PLANIN. 


DADOS & IDEAS: But Minister Antonio Carlos presented a proposal for PLANIN 
opposed to that which was sent to the National Congress. 


Chiarelli: Antonio Carlos Magalhaes has no reservations on the plan that 
was discussed here. The plan is of the government and and was sent down by 
the president. He is a member of the government and he is a man who is in a 
ministry characterized by having an integrated position. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Senator, what will be the reply of the PFL to the investiga- 
tion that the United States is making about our Informatics Law? 


Chiarelli: It will not be that "grinding of teeth" that will remove us from 
the paths on which we are located. We are absolutely within the guidelines 
established by GATT. Therefore, I do not believe that we can be committing 
any disorder or excess in international relations. 


Thirty-five years ago the United States approved the Bargaining Act, which 
was very similar to our law. It ordered measures of domestic guarantees, 
of incentives to its national industries and the banning of other foreign 
competing ones. When they need to, they adopted protectionist measures 
and it was with them that they grew and emancipated themselves. That is 
why the United States is somewhat lacking in ethical and historical 
authority in advocating a position hampering our domestic guarantees. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Do you admit the possibility that Brazil will make a re- 
vision of the law in case the United States were to retaliate? 


Chiarelli: No. We shall be very capable of defending our interests. We 
did not make a law that will be changed because of the position of other 
countries. We are aware that this is a law Brazil needs. It is the full 
establishment of independent that passes through technological independence 
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and through the effective capacity for the affirmation of the informatics 
industry, in addition to sharing the mastery of software. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Speaking of software, how is your plan coming along? Are 
you not going to present it? 


Chiarelli: I am aware that it is unproductive to want to do everything at 
once. After the battle of PLANIN is over, we are going to try to present the 
question of software. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Do you intend to present your software plan this year? 
Chiarelli: If God wills it. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Will the defense of a reserved market be truly one of the 
banners of the party in the campaign to the National Constituent Assembly? 


Chiarelli: If it were to depend on me, yes. I believe that there is a mind 
set in this respect within the party. The party is new. It was created 

for a new time and informatics is a language of the present time. I have no 
doubt that the subject is going to be a matter of interest and proposals by 
the party. 


DADOS & IDEAS: Does the cycle of defense of informatics in Brazil close 
with PLANIN? 


Chiarelli: No. After PLANIN, software has to be regulated. There is still 
the basic question of safeguarding the citizen's privacy and the conse- 
quences of automation on the labor market. These three questions will not be 
resolved by scattered laws. The laws should establish general guidelines. 
Since informatics is an instrument of modern life, it cannot be stratified. 


DADOS & IDEAS: The PFL, however, does not have any initiative in the sense 
of guaranteeing a job to workers affected by automation. 


Chiarelli: Excuse me, but the complete draft bill that exists in this house 
on informatics was mine and it gave origins to the present law. It was the 
only one signed by the APPD, Sucesu, Abicomp, Assespro, SEC and SBPC. My 
draft bill had nine articles referring to protection of privacy and pro- 
tection of the labor market. The amendment that Deputy Jose Eudes presented 
in the plenary session, which was poorly written and technically distorted, 
was drawn from my idea of union participation. 


DADOS & IDEAS: But why does the PFL not now present a plan on the question, 
since the guarantee of employment is not yet assured for jobs affected by 
automation? 


55 











Chiarelli: Since the government decided to simplify the question, I 
believe that we must now move by phases. The discussion on software should 
come next. In my points of view, the more we delegate the adjustment of 
automation resulting from informatics to the unions and companies, the more 
intelligent we shall be. 


The important thing is for us to give the unions real conditions for 
negotiations and in exchange require an effective modernized capability for 
negotiation. It is necessary to be legally competent and politically inde- 
pendent and know the social and economic consequences resulting from infor- 
matics. 
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JPRS*LAM=86-062 
17 July 1986 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BRAZIL 


SWEDISH MILITARY TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER CALLED "MILESTONE' 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 30 Apr 86 p 29 


[Text] Brasilia--Minister of the Army Leonidas Pires Goncalves will travel 
to Sweden on 9 May to conclude negotiations on the first phase of the trans- 
fer of technology of antiaircraft cannon to Brazilian companies. 


"It is an important milestone in industrial relations between the two 
countries. Technological collaboration between Brazil and Sweden is an old 
tradition that goes back to 1948 and has been bearing excellent results. 
That is why I shall go to Stockholm where I will visit some companies that 
cooperate with national firms in the manufacture of defense items." 


Those companies are Bofors, FFV and Phillips Electronics. Bofors trans- 
ferred technology for the production of the L-70 40 mm antiaircraft cannon 
used by 100 countries for naval and ground use. In Brazil, those weapons 
will be the basis for the antiaircraft artillery groups that are stipulated 
in the reequipment plan for the army for the beginning of the 21st Century. 


The cannon are coupled to the guidance system FILA (Fighting Intruder Low 
Altitude) of AVIBRAS [Aerospace Industry Corporation], which uses Swiss and 
Italian technology transferred by CONTRAVES. Another product of Swedish 
technology is the fire control and surveillance system of the Astros system, 
which is also of Avibras. 


bong 
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JPRS+LAM-86-062 
17 July 1986 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BRAZIL 


"OPTO'S' HIGH TECH OPTICAL EQUIPMENT TO BE AVAILABLE 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 14 Apr 86 p 14 


[Text] By the end of the year the first cash registers with optical reading 
of bar codes (scanners) will be on sale on the market. For that purpose, 
FINEP [Funding Authority for Studies and Projects) signed an agreement with 
Opto Electronica, a company of Sao Carlos in Sao Paulo, which is going to 
develop the pilot project for those machines, which will be manufactured and 
sold by Itautec. The technology was developed by the Physics and Chemistry 
Institute of the University of Sao Carlos, which is linked to the University 
of Sao Paulo. 


The agreement signed with Opto in the amount of 8.3 million cruzados, is 
part of the Project of Support for Technological Development of National 
Companies (ADTEN) and in addition to scanners, the company is going to 
produce dichroic mirrors for lasers, optical filters, precision prisms and 
lens for use in medicine and dentistry. The manufacturing of this equip- 
ment, which is now imported, will result, according to FINEP, in a savings 
of $10 million per year. 
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JPRS*LAM-86-062 
17 July 1986 


CHILE 


PDC'S VALDES CALLS FOR FREE ELECTIONS 


PY210300 Santiago La Tercera de la Hora in Spanish 13 Jun 86 p 6 


[Text] Christian Democratic Party [PDC] President Gabriel Valdes 
yesterday said that the PDU rejects the 1989 plebiscite and he insisted 
that "free elections must be held now." 


In a breakfast meeting during which he held a press conference, Gabriel 
Valdes said that a proposal containing an electoral plan and other 
political issues will be issued next week. 


Regarding the National Accord, Valdes said that it is "an agreement on 
certain principles that will be implemented when democracy is restored 
in Chile.” He said that the accord is not an operational tool, but he 
added that it should be signed by all political parties "because it 
represents the basic principles that should guide Chile.” 


Asked about the statement that was recently issued by the People's Democratic 
Movement [MDP] in which it requests the hoiding of free elections among 

other things, Valdes noted that the MDP statement included some unclear 
points. 


During the press conference, the PDC president noted: "We shall arrive 
at an agreement with the Armed Forces and with the government. Chile 

has always had and must continue to have an army. No country can be 
divided between soldiers and civilians. We must not have a confrontation 
in Chile." 


Gabriel Valdes also noted that he granted great importance to the forth- 
coming visit that Pope John PaulII will pay to Chile since he believes 
that this visit "will be very beneficial for Chile." 


He also said that the solution of the present economic problems that are 
affecting the ccuntry demand the enforcement "of coherent domestic and 
international economic policies." 


At the domestic level this "coherent policy” should aim to develop the 
educational system, to make it a system that trains and attacks 
talented people to fulfill national objectives. 
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JPRS-LAM=86-062 
17? July 1986 


CHILE 


CLUSTER BOMB INDUSTRY SCANDAL OUTLINED 
PY141743 Santiago HOY in Spanish 9-15 Jun 86 p 15 
[Article by Antonio Martinez] 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry is implacable when it comes to controlling 
the shipment of Chilean weapons to other countries throughout the world. 
As in most countries, the Foreign Ministry demands to know the final 
destination of a shipment, and on the basis of this information it 
either authorizes or prohibits the shipment. It has prohibited deals 
that have already been concluded with Iran, India and Libya. 


The firms that manufacture cluster bombs agreed with this role of the 
Chilean Foreign Ministry. Ferrimar Limited, which is owned by Aldo 
Pesce Frings, and Cardoen Limited, which is owned by Carlos Cardoen 
Cornejo, obviously desire greater flexibility, as exists in Brazil, 
for example. 


The strength of the Brazalian armaments industry, which is one of the most 
solid in the Third World, is based on the fact that it does not demand 

to know the final destination of the shipment. A source has stated that 
the "Brazilian Foreign Ministry is concerned about opening new markets 
and solving problems. Therefore, it does not control trade with one or 
another country for political or strategic reasons." 


The Chilean Foreign Ministry, on the other hand, restricts clients. 

The source also stated that "this occurs because there is no concern 

about overcoming problems, and it prefers the easy way, that of prohibiting 
sales. The problem is that it is just not interested in the development 

of the armaments industry." 


It is an industry that has expanded greatly in the last decade. The 
expansion of Cardoen, and to a lesser degree the expansion that can be 
obtained by Ferrimar, is enough proof to demonstrate that the cluster 
bomb business can bring in millions. It is for this reason that the 
two firms are engaged in a war that does not seem to have any limits. 


Cardoen, the more powerful of the two firms, opened fire and accused 
Ferrimar of having copied its technology for the production of cluster 
bombs. The trial has not yet concluded, but during its course, 

Cardoen suffered a setback when it asked for an expert to inspect the bombs 
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that are manufactured by the two firms and hand down a decision. This 
course of action was opposed by the Army Research and Control Institute 
[Instituto de Investigacion y Control del Ejercito] (IVIC), which in 
its role as tester will carry out the inspection. Cardoen contends that 
the IVIC is linked to FAMAE [Army Industries and Arsenals] [Fabrica y 
Maestranza del Ejercito], which in turn maintains very close contractual 
links with Ferrimar. 


Raimundo Diaz Gamboa, judge of the 14th Criminal Court, did not honor 
Cardoen's request, and asked the IVIC to carry out the test. Cardoen 
then filed a complaint before the First Chamber of the Apellate Court, 
which reversed the judge's decision and found for Cardoen. The Chamber 
then forgot that the IVIC existed and named the Crime Reasearch 
Laboratory to carry out the test. 


At this point Ferrimar took the initiative and through it lawyer, Alfredo 
Etcheverry, filed a complaint before the Second Chamber of the 

Supreme Court. On 24 April the Court rejected the complaint by a 3-2 
vote, deciding that the Crime Research Laboratory was to carry out the 
test. On 13 May Etcheverry filed a motion before the same Chamber asking 
that the decision be set aside. The Chamber by a 3-to-2 vote changes 

its opinion and named the IVIC to carry out the test. 


But, the sale of cluster bombs to fcreign countries is even more 
complicated than judicial bureaucracy, which in this case was full of 
decisions that annulled each other. 


The case of the Danish cargo vessel Janka is an appropriate example. 

On 20 May the vessel left Valparaiso port without the shipment that 
Ferrimar was to provide: Cluster bombs. Although this shipment by 

sea was not successful, Pesce's firm during April shipped several tons 
of bombs abroad on the Pan Alpino Airline, and with the ground services 
of Fast Air it sold two shipments of bombs to Nigeria. 


These shipments coincided with some of Ferrimar's setbacks. In the San 
Antonio branch of the Bank of Chile is holding 11 unpaid drafts. Ferrimar 
has also committed some 11 social security and labor violations. In 
addition, the Bank of Chile annulled a letter of credit that it had 
granted to the firm. Because of these problems, a commercial manager 

and several other executives lost their jobs. 


Notwithstanding these difficulties, it is Ferrimar's growth that is 
worrying the Cardoen management, becuase it is observing how another firm 
is trying to compete in the cluster bomb industry, which up until a few 
years ago had been monopoly. 


Several accusations have been made against Cardoen. A source has 


asked: "Do you know how many dollars Cardoen brings into Chile from its 
exports? Very few. Why? Very easy, Cardoen sells to its own firms 
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abroad and thus it avoids Chilea. controls. £ven the Foreign Ministry 
controls." Similar accusations hav: been made against Ferrimar by 
sectors close to Cardoen. "That firm sells to privace citizens and not 
to governments, there the bombs' destination coutd well be the black 
market between Taipei, the capital of Taiwan, Singapore, and the 
Philippines." 
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JPRS-LAM<86-062 
17 July 1986 


CHILE 


WRAP-UP OF RAIN DAMAGE IN CENTRAL REGION 
PY181527 Santiago Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 18 Jun 86 


[Excerpts] A total of 9,000 victims, including adults and youth, 8 
dead, considerable material damage, and destroyed houses, roads, bridges, 
and vehicles added to the shortage of potable water that affects 50 
percent of the city of Santiago, is the result, so far, of 3 days of 
heavy, constant rainfall. 


It has rained 61.4 percent more then a normal year's rainfall. During 

the past 24 hours it has rained 18.6 milimeters, totaling 222.3 milimeters 
of rain so far this year. During a normal year the total rainfall up 

to this date amounts to only 126.7 milimeters. By this time last year, 

the rainfall only amounted to 84.7 milimeters. 


The number of victims in Santiago so ar totals 1,629 adults and 2,487 
youths. There are a total of 933 damaged houses, 5 destroyed roads, 
and 5 collapsed bridges. 


In the metropolitan provinces the number of victims totals 2,536 adults, 
2,129 youths, 843 destroyed houses, 20 damaged roads, and 23 bridges 
out of service. 


Due to the rain the center-south highway is only usable up to kilometer 
60, where the Santa Blance Bridge is semi-flooded. 


Highway No 5, north, and the road to Farellones are usable all the wya, 
while international highway No 57 to Mendoza is only usable up to the 
international tunnel and the highway to El Volcan and Lagunilla is 
interrupted by landslides in San Gabriel. 


The outage of the potable water supply that has affected 50 percent of 
inhabitants of the metropolitan zone, especially in the eastern sector, 
was caused when the authorities of Las Viscachas plant found that filters 
had been covered by mud, clay, and stones that had been deposited by 

the rainwater. 


The Education Ministry has authorized the directors of schools in the 
metropolitan region to suspend classes if necessary due to the difficulties 
presented to the normal traffic flow. 
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The Interior Ministry National Fmergency Office [ONEMI] has disclosed 
that eight people died in the central zone as a consequence of the rain 
storm that hit the region over the past 72 hours. 


The number of victims in the Eight Region amounts to 450 persons-~410 in 
Concepcion Province and 40 in Bio-Bio and Arauco--some 10 houses destroyed, 
and 79 houses damged. 
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JPRS-LAM+86-062 
1? July 1986 


GUATEMALA 


"PROGRESSIVE' MOVEMENT APPEARS WITHIN DCG RANKS 
Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 11 Apr 86 p 5 


[Text] Guatemala April 13--It came to light yesterday that the ruling 
Christian Democratic Party is facing serious internal differences growing out 
of disagreement with the conservative line being followed by the government. 
As the result, the Christian Democratic bloc has split, giving way to a wing 
of 26 representatives, who call themselves progressives. 


The progressives are demanding that the government fulfill the promises. the 
party made to the people during the electoral campaign, and that it take 
immediate measures to check inflation and restrain the greediness of black 
market operators and speculators. 


It is also being demanded that President Cerezo adopt a populist approach so 
as to cater to the large marginal sectors of the country. 


Although it has not been confirmed officially, it is known that at a meeting 
held last Wednesday this group of deputies laid before the party's national 
directorate the possibility of a break if the party refused to go along. 
Several deputies are said to have threatened to resign if the government chose 
to persist in its conservative attitude. 


A committee of five members was named from the bloc of government deputies to 
participate in a round of discussions with the national executive committee 
which is seeking to find a solution to the problem. 


Committee members are: Marco Antonio Dardon, of El Progreso; Eduardo Tager 
Matus, of El Peten; Guillermo Morales Silva, of Izabal; Otto Baechli, of 
Quetzaltenango and Baudillo Ordonez from Solola. The last named belongs. to 
the conservative wing which supports "things as they are". 


The progressive Christian Democrats are clear in their opposition to what they 
consider a "non people oriented policy" being followed to date by the 
party executive and top leadership. 


According to representative Baechli, the rebel wing intends to make its 
position clear in the Congress by proposing legal initiatives which could well 
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lead to the introduction of substantial social and developmental reforms into 
the present government program. 


Baechli said that one of those reforms referred specifically to the land 
tenure system, which reflects marked injustices at the present time. 


Finally, the representative from Quetzaltenango said that the progressives are 
willing to continue under party discipline within the Congress, but they will 
not renounce their intellectually independent attitude or their own programs. 


12383 
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JPRS-LAM-86-062 
17 July 1986 


GUATEMALA 


CABRERAS CONFIRMED DCG GENERAL SECRETARY 
Guatemala City EL GRAFICO in Spanish 13 Apr 86 p 6 


[Text] Guatemala April 13--President Cerezo hopes to reach decisions within 
two months regarding proposals being put forward by his top party leaders. 
This much was made clear yesterday during the General Assembly of the 
Christian Democratic Party, by the party's general secretary, Alfonso Cabrera 
Hidalgo, in response to persistent inquiries from the delegates. 


As expected, Cabrera Hidalgo was returned to his post of secretary general of 
the government party. The rest of the list of national executive committee 
officers was also approved without change. At the secretariat level, however, 
some reorganization is still in progress, and this could produce some changes. 


Membership of the National Executive Committee resulted as follows: Alfonso 
Cabrera Hidalgo, Secretary General; Ricardo Gomez Galvez, Associate Secretary 
General; Ana Catalina Soberanis, Associate Secretary General; Alfonso Alonzo 
Barillas, Elian Dario Acuna, Tomas Ayuso Pantoja, Roberto Valle Baldizan, 
Demetrio Moliviatis, Aida de Rodriguez, Rodolfo Paiz and Andrade Goyzueta, 
regular Committee members. 


Alternates: Carlos Armando Soto, Rodolf. Maldonado and Francisco Lopez 
Vidaurre. 


"Lucas Garcia Tried to Murder Vicinio Cerezo" 


Cabrera emphatically denied that there are sources outside the party calling 
the shots in Guatemala. "President Cerezo is in full control," he said. 


Sketching the rocky road travelled by the party, Cabrera disclosed that party 
leaders were at one time the objects of bribes, threats, harassment and even 
murder attempts. 


Citing a specific case, Cabrera said that General Romeo Lucas Garcia, 
President of the Republic from 1978 to 1982, arrived one day unnannounced at 
the home of then party leader Vinicio Cerezo, and offered him 25 thousand 
Quetzales for a deal. 
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When the offer was refused, Cabrera continued, "Romeo Lucas laid plans to kill 
Cerezo Arevalo, however he was not successful." 


In other discussion, party leaders complained that their requests had not been 
given sympathetic consideration, especially in the matter of government 
appointments, and they asked the government team -- ministers and other high 
officials -- to pay greater attention to these requests in the future. They 
also stated their understanding of the limitations on the administration in 
finding a quick solution to the national crisis, but said that they hoped 
that the president would take concrete populist oriented measures to fulfill 
the party's promises to govern for the people's benefit, especially in dealing 
with the high cost of living. 
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JPRS-LAM-86-062 
17? July 1986 


GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


HERNANDEZ HEADS CONDECA--General Jaime Hernandez Mendez, Minister of Defense, 
assumed the presidency of the Central American Defense Council last week in a 
ceremony held in the Council's assembly hall. Colonel Oscar Rene Serrano, 
chief of the El Salvador delegation, in his opening address, discussed the 
functioning of the Council, which was created under the organic law of the 
organization of Central American States--ODECA--or the Charter of San 
Salvador. The high point of the ceremony was the reading of the articles of 
appointment, which was followed by delivery by Colonel Quinteros Alvarado of 
the baton of command betokening the entrusting to the new president of the 
responsibility for the destiny of this key organization. Gen Hernandez, 
speaking after the installation, sketched the origin and later implementation 
of the idea of creating the regional organization. In concluding he said that 
the ceremony had honored him as Minister of Defense of Guatemala and as 
president of CONDECA; he pointed out that within a year that presidency would 
belong to the Minister of Defense of El Salvador. Gen Hernandez assumes the 
presidency of the region's military organization at a time when the Canger of 
an armed conflagration hovers over Central America. [Text] [Guatemala City 
EL GRAFICO in Spanish 9 Apr 86 p 5] 12383 
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JPRS«LAM-86-062 
1? July 1986 


HAITI 


RETURN VISAS FOR EXILES IN GUIANA REPORTED DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN 
Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR in French 11-18 Apr 86 p 27 


[Text] Notice Concerning Difficulties of Repatriation of Haitian Community 
Members in French Guiana 


With regard to existing regulations concerning the repatriation of Haitian 
exiles, we would like to point out the difficulties that Haitians in French 
Guiana are having in obtaining return visas. 


First, we would like to draw attention to the inadequacy of such a measure 
and to make Haitian authorities aware of the present consequences of its 
application. 


In most host countries, Haitians have access to a consulate, but this is not 
the case in Guiana, where there is no consular representative. There is a 
general consulate in Martinique, which is assigned to fulfill such functions 
(passport renewal, issuance of visas, etc.). However, to our knowledge, the 
consult is currently absent and has been away for more than a month. As a 
result, many applications have not been processed and have remained unanswered. 


It is extremely distressing that the free circulation of people is impeded to 
such a degree, particularly since there are emergency cases (death, illness) 
for which the impossibility of travel is particularly awkward. 


This situation cannot continue any longer. Tension is mounting in the 
Haitian community, which finds it difficult to understand the reason for such 
delays in the issuance of return visas. 


This is why we demand, without delay, that the National Council of Government 
quickly take the necessary measures to rectify this situation so that there 
will be no further obstacles to the repatriation of Haitian nationals in 
French Guiana. 


Cayenne, 21 March 1986 


Brutus Andre, President, Association for the Free Advancement of Haitians 
(ALPHA) 
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JPRS-LAM-86-062 
17 July 1986 


HAITI 


GOVERNMENT PLAN TO CREATE 20,000 JOBS DETAILED 
Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR in French 5-11 Apr 86 pp 30-31 
[Article by Frantz Reid] 


[Text] A well-placed source has provided us with the details of a plan by 
the minister of the economy and finance, Mr Marcel Leger, for creating 20,000 
jobs in the near future. The plan will be made public in coming weeks. 


According to this source, the economy and finance minister is apparently 
giving special priority to the implementation of this aspect of the CNG's 
[National Council of Government] economic strategies: the creation of jobs 
in rural areas. The extremely high level of unemployment in the Haitian 
countryside constituted a major portion of Mr Duvalier's problems in his 
final days. Today, it still appears to be a significant obstacle to peace in 
the streets, in people's hearts and in their minds. 


The Leger plan is based on the creation of about 100 businesses located in 
provincial cities. The goal is to install production plants per city, thus 
it follows that a group of 10 cities will benefit directly from the rapid 
implementation of this plan. There will be approximately 2,000 jobs per 
city. 


The plan is a target plan. The first goal remains the establishment of 
organized production plants. The economy minister's plan takes into con- 
sideration factors that should assure the success of the planned businesses: 
identification and selection of the human resources involved in the intensive 
training program for successful management, production, marketing and entre- 
preneurial techniques; establishment of mobile training units at the future 
businesses; conceptualization of a national office for supporting the market- 
ing of small and medium-size businesses, focusing mainly on the huge North 
American market. The minister's idea is closely akin to the efforts of the 
Haitian private sector, having participated in the preparation of the produc- 
tivity center. The center is the result of a combined effort by the Haitian 
Government, U.S. AID and local employers. 


This effort is aimed principally at mobilizing and training human resources 
with a view to expanding Haiti's industrial base, and thus employment. 
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Mr Marc Bazin's comments on the issue are of timely interest. The remarks of 
Mr Bazin, founder of the MIDH [Movement to Establish Democracy in Haiti] and 
an undeclared candidate for president, could expedite the establishment of 


this employment policy. 


On Monday evening, Marc Bazin made a point of reminding television viewers of 
the country's lag in the areas of education, health care, life expectancy, 
gross domestic product, purchasing power of wage earners, and thus employment. 
Mr Bazin's remarks clearly revealed his impatience with the economy's total 
failure and his advocation of the essential need for adequate government 
policies. It is not known whether Mr Bazin's team of experts will help to 
implement the plan. Mr Bazin seems more concerned with criticizing the 
twists and turns of Haitian politics, which throughout its history has always 
proved to be a great consumer of men with pure ideas and substantial abili- 
ties. Haiti, a remarkable small country whose people have performed legen- 
dary feats, has always proved to be a country of special logic. Mr Bazin, in 
the process of becoming finance minister, made Mr Leger the governor of the 
Central Bank. Thus the origin of the working relationship between the two 
men, a concrete relationship. The Leger plan appears to require the follow- 
ing: 100 entrepreneurs with proven human abilities; the compilation of re- 
ports on the considered production plants, particularly those involving opti- 
mum use of domestic resources and raw materials (crafts, agriculture, agri- 
business, hydroponics and others of lesser importance, such as subcontracting), 
technical training capabilities and a modest $6-million financial package, or 
$60,000 per plant, including program management expenses. Expected results 
are: about 100 businesses based on the Japanese or South Korean model for 
rural or semiurban areas; businesses that are mobile in terms of production 
structures, giving little consideration to large fixed expenses for ultra- 
modern buildings and garrison atmosphere of traditional industrial plants. 


Pilot production plants are intended for 1986. Other results planned: 200 
employees per plant, or the 20,000-job figure in question, and total revenues 
of 30 million annually, or approximately 300,000 per plant, the ultimate in 
small and medium-size businesses par excellence. 


The Leger plan's innovativeness lies in its optimum use of modest financing 
to produce an impressive number of jobs, acceptable sales, training, market- 
ing and financial management of the businesses. The model is very attractive. 


The major drawback to the Leger plan's implementation perhaps lies in the 
process of reorganizing the BNDAI. Its new director, Mr Yves Lerebours, 
seems concerned with getting this dilapidated bank back on its feet. 


The Leger model for creating jobs in rural Haiti could emerge as a signifi- 
cant stage in the government's economic policy. The combined efforts of 
officials of Prefectoral and Communal Affairs and of the economy minister 
should constitute an initi«. step in organizing employment for seriously 
crippled provinces. 


11915 
CSO: 3219/4 
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17 July 1986 


HAITI 


BRIEF 


MODELH RESUMES POLITICAL ACTIVITY--The Democratic Movement for the Liberation 
of Haiti (MODELH), which, after 23 years of exile, has recently abandoned the 
clandestine struggle in order to engage openly in the fight for real change, 
which is needed by the country, wishes to establish a dialogue with the 
national and international press. We therefore invite you to participate in 
this dialogue, to be held on Thursday, 10 April, on the premises of the Union 
of Haitian Guides and Chauffeurs in Bicentenaire. We hope you will be able 
to attend. For MODELH and for a Haiti that deserves a better future: Ossman 
Desire, press and propaganda secretary; Roger C. Saint Fleur, organization 
secretary; Louis Eugene Athis, coordinator. [Text] [Port-au-Prince LE PETIT 
SAMEDI SOIR in French 11-18 Apr 86 p 13] 11915 
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JPRS*LAM+86-062 
J? July 1986 


HONDURAS 


CONADI FACES LOSS OF 350 MILLION LEMPIRAS 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 7 May &6 p 5 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The National Corporation for Investment (CUNADI) will 
lose more than 350 million lempiras, President Jose Azcona Hoyo confirmed 
yesterday in commenting on the government institution's financial status over 
a capital city radio station. 


President Azcona described what has happened in CONADI as a disaster and said 
that it is a truly painful development for the Honduran people, who in the 
long run will have to pay the economic price. 


The president reported that he met in recent days with the CONADI Board of 
Directors and with its executive president, who reported to him in detail "on 
the status of the loans and loan guarantees, which exceed 600 million 
lempiras,. 


"I think that it comes to more than 650 million lempiras, with direct loans of 
more than 300 million, the guarantees plus the capital stock that CONADI 
deposited in several companies," he said. 


As the major disasters Azcona «ited PACARSA, which will lose 30 million 
lempiras; the Central Sugar Mill, with 100 million lempiras at risk; Better 


Foods of Honduras, and the hotel sector. 


"There are other investments that have turned out fine so far, such as 
INCEHSA, the Honduran Cement Industry, S.A. and Piedras Azules Cement, where 
there is also close to a 100-million debt," he added. 


"The investments that CONADI made in the hotel sector were a total disaster," 
he indicated. "The fact is that the banks and insurance companies are now 
complaining that no more money should go into CONADI. But the problem is not 
easy to solve, because we have to bear in mind that it is not only the 
responsibility of the CONADI executives and the loan officers." 


"A great many people are involved in the CONADI affair, domestic investors who 


were not careful with their money and got mixed up in real gambles that the 
Honduran people now have to pay for," the president stated. 
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In President Azcona's view CONADI cannot be closed down; it must continue 
operating conscientiously and rationally, although it will have to cut back 


its staff. 


"We should remember that its portfolio and capital stock in many companies 
exceed 600 million lempiras. We cannot close it down, because that would make 
a recovery more difficult. We are thinking about turning CONADI into an 
industrial bank, but what's gone is gone." 


8743 
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JPRS«LAM+86-062 
17 July 1986 


HONDURAS 


CONGRESS APPROVES 7 MILLION LEMPIRAS FOR RNP 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 7 May 86 p 14 


[Text] Tegucigalpe--The National Congress last night approved a /7-million 
lempira increase in the budget of the National Registry of Persons (RNP). 


The decision was made after lengthy debate on the source of the funds that 
will be earmarked for boosting the registry's budget. 


The RNP had been assigned a budget of 3 million lempiras this year; the 
increase brings it to 10 million. 


The bill provided that the increase would be covereu by government surpluses 
stemming from the drop in fuel prices. Congress finally decided, however, 
that the funds would come from income tax revenues. 


A bill to set up a National Employment Commission was also introduced at last 
night's session. The purpose of the commission would be to chart a jobs 
strategy. 


The commission would consist of the labor minister, the executive secretary of 
the Higher Council of Economic Planning, the economy minister, the 
communications, public works and transport minister, the National Agrarian 
Institute and two representatives from the worker-peasant sector and the 
Honduran Council of Private Enterprise. 


The bill, which was submitted by Nationalist deputy Efrain Reconco Murillo, 
indicates that the commission would be in charge of guiding the country's 
development in the area of jobs and would monitor government policies in this 
regard. 


In addition, Carlos Flores Facusse introduced a bill providing that five 
percent of National Treasury revenues from activities in the jurisdiction of 
municipalities would be earmarked for those municipalities. 
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JPRS+LAM+86-062 
J? July 1986 


HONDURAS 


FLORES SCORES AZCONA POLICIES, 'ACHIEVEMENTS' 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 8 May 86 p 4 


[Text] Tegucigalpa—-The Jose Azcona Hoyo administration is portraying the 
financial achievements of Roberto Suazo Cordova's government as its own, 
Carlos Flores Facusse said. 


The general coordinator of the Rodista Movement also accused the Callejas 
faction of having "killed the tiger and now being afraid of the pelt" by 
denying that there is an Azcona-Callejas coalition government and that it is 
responsible for running the government. 


During an address over a local radio station, Flores Facusse, referring to the 
performance of the Azcona Hoyo administration, contended that the fact that 
workers, peasants and businessmen have gotten together reflects a willingness 
to "reconcile conflicting interests." 


He admitted that during its first few months the administration has _ posted 
certain isolated achievements of "some importance," stressing that it has 
received a "windfall" from the increase in coffee prices and the drop in oil 
prices. 


Azcona Hoyo, he said, "has outlined a great many well-founded aspirations. 
The problem has been that the coalition government's finest team of men and 
women has been unable to implement the president's ideas." 


According to the former minister of the presidency under the Suazo Cordova 
administration, the current administration does not have programs for specific 
priority activities. 


He said that "the programs have to chart a course" for administration action. 
He noted that if a government official is asked about plans, he will explain 
everything that is on the drawing board but not mention specific areas. 


He indicated that denying that there are Nicaraguan irregulars in Honduras and 
later admitting that there are reveals major policy contradictions. 


He said that such contradictions "detract from the credibility" of the Azcona 
Hoyo administration's statements. 
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Referring to the alleged accomplishments of the current administration as 
reported in news stories released by the government, Flores Facusse said that 
the Suazo Cordova administration took a series of measures as part of its 
financial stabilization program that brought about changes that "the present 
administration is claiming as its own accomplishments." 


In a September 1985 report, Flores recalled, the Central Bank spoke of 3.5 
percent annual growth, the banishing of the specter of devaluation, renewed 
confidence on the part of international financial circles and control of 
inflation, accomplishments that the current administration is taking credit 
for. 


Referring to the administration's reports, Flores Facusse said that "some of 
them are not accomplishments of this government; rather, it inherited a 
stabilized economy" from the Suazo Cordova administration. 


He said that the previous administration stabilized the domestic economy and 
that Azcona Hoyo should now begin the takeoff towards national development. 


In light of the Callejas faction's repeated refusal to acknowledge the 
existence of a coalition government, Flores Facusse said that they "killed the 
tiger and are now afraid of the pelt." 


He underscored that there is a coalition government in which both the Azcona 
and the Callejas people have responsibilities inasmuch as they hold power 
through the three branches of government. 


He also said that the Callejas people have influence in government because 
Azcona Hoyo consults their leaders when he encounters a problem in the 
administration, 
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JPRS*LAM=86«U62 
1? July 1986 


MEXICO 


CHIHUAHUA CEB'S SUPPORT STRIKERS, PEASANT GROUP 
Mexico City DOCUMENTACION E INFORMACION CATOLICA in Spanish 5 Jun 86 pp 365-366 


[Text] Editor's Note: Nearly 300 participants from 16 communities held their 
Seventh Diocesan Meeting from 17 to 18 May in Cardenas, Chihuahua, under the 
leadership of Msgr Adalberto Almeida y Merino, archbishop of Chihuahua. 

Among the topics discussed, they could not help but comment on the situation 
of the workers and peasants, as well as the current electoral context. We 
hasten to publish the document approved at this meeting, which they entitle: 


The CEB's Go On Record Favoring a Liberating Faith 


1. Cardenas, Chihuahua--The Grassroots Church Groups of Chihuahua, gathered 
here on 17 and 18 May, for their Seventh Diocesan Meeting, which was presided 
over by the archbishop, Msgr Adalberto Almeida y Merino, pledged to make their 
faith explicit, supporting the striking workers of Chihuahua Steels and the 
Democratic Peasant Movement, and defending the people's desires in the present 
electoral contest. 


2. As an external sign of their Christian commitment, the Catholics participat- 
ing in the event hung a grain of mustard seed around their necks, as a reminder 
that "the Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed," and concluded 
their activities with a procession in which 300 persons from 11 rural and five 
urban communities participated, and with a Mass officiated at by Father Camilo 
Daniel. 


3. During the procession, which traversed the streets of the town, religious 
hymns were sung, referring to the slogan of the meeting, which emphasized the 
Church's prophetic and missionary direction, and carried signs on which they 
demanded a solution to the steel plant strike, calling for basic public services, 
and happily declaring that the CEB's are the "Church rejuvenated in the people." 


4, Represented, among others, were the rural CEB's of Belisario Dominguez, 


Manuel Benavides, Villa Matamoros, Naica, La Perla, Parra, and Cardenas; from the 
city of Chihuahua were the CEB's from San Rafael, Cerro de la Cruz, and La Villa. 
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5. At this meeting, we acquired a greater awareness of Church unity, and we 
proposed to live our Christian lives in a manner more committed to the complete 
liberation of our people. In the light of our reflections, as a Church and as 
a people, we felt urged, with the force of the Holy Spirit, to express our 
solidarity and support for our brother workers and peasants. At the same time, 
we expressed our view as Christians of the current electoral situation that the 
state of Chihuahua is experiencing. 


6. We make our own the voice of the striking steel workers: their struggle for 
the democratization of the union as an independent organization seeking to 
free itself of all interference dissociated from the workers' interests is 

our struggle also. Moreover, this solidarity is born of our deep conviction 
of faith in Christ Jesus who, in his preaching of the Kingdom of God, fulfills 
a legitimate aspiration of man, namely, freedom. 


7. We denounce the maneuvers made deliberately to postpone the solution to 
Steels’ situation, for the purpose of ending the strike through fatigue. We 
note that, in this struggle, there is offered the possibility of a new path for 
the entire working class, which is in urgent need of honest, sound, free trade 
unions in which there is no corruption, unjustice or manipulation. There is no 
doubt that the Kingdom of God is constructed on the basis of those who experience 
hunger and thirst for justice in their own lives. 


8. The Church of Chihuahua, and most especially those of us in the Grassroots 
Church Groups, have followed very closely the battle waged by our peasant 
brothers of the Northwest for recognition of their dignity as rural workers, 
demanding a fair price for corn, the fruit of their labor. We are aware of 
the problems, the alienation, and the poverty in which our peasants live, and 
hence the need for a genuine social justice for the rural areas. 


9. Therefore, we salute and, in our Christian faith, we are in solidarity with 
the Democratic Peasant Movement which has been spreading in our state, as a 
hope of social demands for our peasant brothers. May God, our Lord, grant them 
fidelity to their democratic principles, firmness in their proposals in favor 
of the peasant class, and courage in their struggle for social liberation. 


10. It is obvious that we in the state of Chihuahua are experiencing a special 
time from a political standpoint. With our bishops of the northern pastoral 
region, we consider politics to be a meritorious activity, in human life, 
although it is replete with risks. We are also aware that the next electoral 
process will be decisive for the subsequent development of politics in our 
state. Therefore, we are encouraged to support without reservations the good 
initiatives of the different sectors of society and the citizens as a whole, 
who are demanding a worthy electoral campaign and fair, honest elections. 
Hence, for our part, we demand: 


Of the electoral officials: integrity in the fulfillment of their important and 
nonetheless delicate task. 


Of the news media: impartiality: that they not tendentiously bccome spokesmen 
for a single party. 
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Of the various political parties: that, with loyalty and civic maturity, they 
put forth their programs, and propose their ideology and their political 
platform. 


Of the authorities: that they recognize for all parties the right of equal 
opportunity to be heard by all, and that this right be made effective. 


Of everyone in general: that we avoid any type of pressure and violence before, 
during, and after the elections. We are certain that the ones who always 
suffer the consequences of violence are the people themselves. 


11. As a Church, we declare ourselves respectful of all political parties, and 
we acknowledge their autonomy; but we also have an obligation to demand that 
fundamental human rights be respected, and that any violation of them that is 
committed be charged. At the same time, we issue an appeal to all Chihuahuans 
to come out in favor of an authentic electoral democracy that will respect the 
citizen and respect the free, secret vote. Acting against the people's decision 
means acting against the very life of the people. 


12. Finally, we wish to reaffirm that the source of all our progress and all of 
aspirations for liberation is Christ himself and his Kingdom of love, truth, 
peace, and justice. We CEB's are a Church which, united with its pastors and 
together with them, yearns to construct the "civilization of love." 
Participants in the Seventh Meeting of CEB's 

18 May 1986 


Feast of Pentacost 


2909 
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JPRS*LAM+86-062 
17 July 1986 


NICARAGUA 


DOMESTIC SITUATION, MILITARY FORCES DESCRIBED 
Madrid EPOCA in Spanish 12 May 86 pp 116-124 


[Article by Eduardo Rubio; boxed material as indicated; first paragraph is 
introduction ] 


[Text] The Sandinist "commanders" are refusing to ratify the Contadora Peace 
Act. The "contras" are still waiting for U.S. aid to launch a “inal offensive 
on Managua. President Reagan accuses Daniel Ortega of trying to turn Nicaragua 
into the "Libya of Central America." Stands become more radical. The 
"Central American volcano" could erupt at any time. 


I arrived in Managua from San Jose, Costa Rica. The runways at Sandino 
International Airport are illuminated by oil lamps at night. It is an example 
of unavoidable conservation in a regime that observes your movements from _ the 
outset. 


I spent an hour on line, surrounded by Soviets who had disembarked from an 
Aeroflot flight, before going through a thorough passport check. Before that, 
I was forced to exchange $60 for local currency. A fat, sweaty Russian was 
supervising the local customs officials. Estimates are that there are 
currently some 40 Russians and 60 East Germans in key positions in the 
Interior Ministry (the political police, borders, communications, etc). 





After the passport check, they searched my bagyage. Then, a rickety cab 
limped off with me in it to my hotel. 


Managua was practically destroyed by the 1972 earthquake. Nothing has been 
done to rebuild the once beautiful city by the lakeshore, although the current 
government officials are confident that it will be "rebuilt" by the year 2025. 


Marked by blocks of rubble, nonworking streetlights, wrecked cars, lines 
outside stores and a warm, humid climate, the city is full of "revolutionary" 
signs, red and black flags, photos of Fonseca and posters supporting the 
omnipresent Sandinist National Liberation Front (FSLN). The same initials can 
be seen on a hill near the city. Like in Hollywood. 


Managua, they tell me, is getting worse all the time. Everyone who had money 
has left the country. Everyone who used to have a thriving business (car 
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importers, drugstore owners, etc) has closed down or watched, perplexed and 
outraged, as the revolutionary government expropriated everything from them. 


The atmosphere at the hotel is depressing: $60 a night (a better room in 
neighboring Costa Rica costs $25), water shutoffs three times a week and 
restaurants that have barely 20 percent of their menus available. 


The Cuban Presence 


At the hotel I spoke with a Cuban, who says he is a teacher, about his "aid" 
to the Sandinist regime, "There are a lot of us in Nicaragua. We get paid 
what we make in our country plus a little bonus for extra expenses. Our 
embassy gives us cigarets." There are currently 3,000 Cubans in Nicaragua. 
Most of them discharge military functions, though many are involved in the 
literacy campaign around the country. In connection with this campaign, for 
which impressive official figures are cited, there are those who remark that 
"you're considered literate if you know how to write the alphabet or sign your 


name..." 


The Cubans are everywhere. The avelage Nicaraguan has a thinly veiled 
loathing for them, "We're selling our country to these people, who make no 
effort to hide their privileges, while we go hungry..." They own late-model 
Japanese cars and luxurious villas confiscated from wealthy families. Their 
arrogance in hotels and restaurants is bothersome to a friendly, cordial 
people. 


In 1982, 6 Soviet ships arrived in Nicaragua with aid; 25 came in 1983, and 37 
in 1984, This clearly bespeaks the increase in the number of "advisers" and 
in the amount of supplies and weapons that the country is receiving (in 1985 
alone the USSR supplied $500 million worth of weapons). The people, however, 
get nothing out of it. 


The Endless Lines 


Jose Enrique R.M. is 40 years of age. An agronomist, he lived well in 
Nicaragua until the revolution triumphed. "I was not a Somozist. I worked as 
a 'go-between,'in the struggle to overthrow the dictatorship but now there 
are times that I'm sorry..." Jose Enrique drives a cab. He drove me to all 
of my appointments and visits and showed me the city..."One of the commanders 
lives in that house," a luxurious villa surrounded by a garden. You can't 
take photos or park nearby..." The army guards it. 


He took me shopping to a couple of "low-cost" stores, where people wait on 
line for up to 6 hours under the sun to pick up their weekly or monthly 
ration, "Each family has its ration book: a pound of sugar or a liter of 
cooking oil per week per family; a pair of underwear every 6 months, a roll of 
toilet paper every 2 weeks, and so on." To get your ration book you have to 
have the approval of the CDS [Sandinist Defense Committees], the veritable 
eyes and ears of the revolution that are stationed in neighborhoods and 
monitor everything. 


83 














Naturally, diplomats and other "people of rank" can shop in the "Diplotienda," 
where dollars buy anything. A revealing detail: the official exchange rate of 
the cordoba is 80 to the dollar; in the street you get 1,800 cordobas for a 
dollar. 7 


Thus, thanks to the "black market exchange rate," many of the 
internationalists in the country spend some time here as "revolutionaries" on 
the cheap. Mr Oller, a Catalan and one of the managers of _ the 
Intercontinental, said that more than once he has had to throw some of them 
out of the restaurant for being so dirty. "The revolution," he says, "does 
not have to be incompatible with soap, does it?" 


Europe's Passivity 


Anti-Sandinist circles believe that "revolutions under palm trees and the sun 
sound very good to you Europeans; you like them. And you really come to 
believe that this is the struggle of a tiny nation against American 
imperialism. How naive!" 


These are the words of Mario Rapaciolo, the president of the Conservative 
Party, who adds: "Europe could do away with all this with a single telegram." 
Like everyone in the long-suffering and persecuted domestic opposition, he 
thinks that people overseas are not familiar with the problem and that the 
Socialist International is playing an excessive and mistaken ‘public 
relations’ role in Sandinism's favor. "In this country they laugh at 
everything: human rights, a free press, academic freedom and things like 
that." The film "E.T." has been banned in Nicaragua because the regime feels 
that it shows children hating their parents, but underage children have been 
allowed to see "The Day After" "so that they can see what imperialist bombs 
can do..." Children learn arithmetic with Russian and Cuban textbooks in 
which they count "hand grenades" or AK-47 assault rifles. They study a_ very 
unusual "history of Spain." 


Inflexible Censorship 


Driving back from the beaches at Pojoli with three Spanish industrialists, I 
picked up a 17-year old militiawoman named Urania. Totally enamored of 


Commander Wheelock, the young girl told me: "I know that El Cid a great 
revolutionary, like Sandino or 'Che' Guevara, and fought against t..— oppressor 
king..." Such is Sandinist literacy. The opposition is battling this under 


conditions that are more than harsh, inasmuch as "Sandinism" has not yet 
grasped what freedom means. And the press is a good example.. 


The 4th of March is the 4th anniversary of uninterrupted censorship in 
Nicaragua. it is the longest such per:iod in the country's history, including 
under Anastasio Somoza's dictatorship. On that day the FSLN closed down 22 
radio stations and all of the country's magazines. Since then, everything, 
including advertisements and church sermons, has been subject to censorship by 
the unbending Interior Ministry. The number of pages in a newspaper, the 
price at which it can be sold, the number of copies that can be printed and 
the supply of newsprint are also mandated by law. 
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The newspaper LA PRENSA can print up only 80,000 copies. The authorities 
order it sold at 10 cents, when it should be 20. They are thus trying to make 
it unprofitable so that it will shut down sooner or later. LA PRENSA, the 
paper that was run by Pedro Joaquin Chamorro and that fought Somoza harder 
than anyone, saw Chamorro murdered by Somoza's National Guard. His widow 
Violeta was later on the first Sandinist Government Junta after the triumph of 
the revolution until she left along with Robelo, Pastora and others when they 
saw the course that the "new czars" had chosen, 


From that point on the newspaper that had fought for freedom was accused of 
being "fascist," reactionary, manipulated by the CIA, etc...Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro Jr went into exile in Costa Rica and continues the struggle from 
there with his newspaper NICARAGUA HOY. LA PRENSA's writers are persecuted, 
arrested arbitrarily, threatened and coerced by the new authorities, but their 
Struggle continues, and as Dr Lino, the acting editor, says: "We do what we 
can, for example, photocopy what has been censored every day and distribute it 
to the foreign embassies..." 


"Commander Miguel" 


"Commander Miguel" was the nom de guerre of Monsignor Obando back in 1978 and 
1979 when he fought alongside his people for freedom. The Nicaraguan prelate 
battled Somoza from the pulpit. Today, the Sandinist press brands him a 
Caiaphas and Annas. He is criticized harshly and disrespectfully, and 
everything that he does and Says is distorted. 


But one fine day Monsignor Obando, the first Nicaraguan cardinal in the 
country's five centuries of history, was named "Central American of the year" 
and galvanized opposition to a regime that shows no respect for religion and 
concurrently promotes the so-called "church of the people," a mix of 
liberation theology, Marxism and pamphleteering. 


Members of this "church" put the Sandinist leaders on altars while accepting 
"weapons and repression" as "valid and necessary tools" for Sandino to 
triumph. During Holy Week in 1984 an army truck ran over a_ procession, 
killing several people. 


Holy Week in 1986 turned into total censorship of the Church, as Radio 
Catolica was closed down and an open war was waged against Obando and Bismark 
Carballo, the radio station's director and Obando‘s aide, 


A few weeks ago Monsignor Obando submitted a list of 285 persons who have 
disappeared recently. The 285 names join a long list of missing persens and 
people who have been tortured in the Sandinist jails that the Nicaraguan Human 
Rights Commission has spoken out against, 


The commission's newsletter itself is censored, and Tomas Borge, the interior 
minister, does not hesitate to acknowledge publicly that "the censorship of 
this newsletter is odd, because there is no reason for it to exist in 
Nicaragua since human rights are not being violated here." 
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Is Sandinism Breaking Up? 


There are people who believe that Sandinism's end is near, above all because 
of the economic chaos in which the country is mired. There are signs that the 
Russians are not willing to keep on throwing so much money down the drain in 
spite of their clear-cut interests and goals. At the same time, some of the 
Western democracies are starting to demand that the Managua government sit 
down at the negotiating table. So far they have not received a satisfactory 
response. The Contadora and Support group countries seem convinced that their 
efforts are nearing an end because the Sandinists are unwilling to sign the 
peace treaty. 


Economic Chaos 


International support is on the wane, and loans, which a bankrupt country 
without foreign exchange needs so badly, have been frozen. 


Some 3,000 cattle used to go to slaughter every day; now only 700 do. Meat 
exports have dropped from 64 to 11 percent of output. Cotton production has 
been cut in half. Worker absenteeism in the sugar union stands at an 
officially acknowledged 40 percent. The regime compels students to pick 
coffee beans during their 2-month vacation and cotton for the 2 months when 
classes are interrupted. 


Peasant farmers, who were initially pleased with the distribution of land, are 
now ceasing to till the soil, having seen that the government sets prices and 
buys their harvests at low cost. The revenue shortage has forced the 
government to fine small businessmen on the slightest pretext. It is one way 
to collect money. More than 700 million cordobas in recent months! 


But this is no solution. Some 156 taxicabs are out of service in Managua 
because batteries are in short supply. Some have arrived recently from Cuba, 
but the Nicaraguans call them "disposable" because they last only 3 months and 
then have to be thrown out. 


Hunger and Crime 


Meanwhile, normal salaries, which range from 12,000 to 27,000 cordobas, no 
longer go very far, inasmuch as it takes 2,000 cordobas a day to liv? in a 
country that spends two-fifths of its budget on war. 


Medicine is free of charge, but care is very poor owing to the lack of 
everything. When someone needs an X-ray, for example, all of the doctors say 
the same thing: "You bring the plate, and I'll do the X-ray..." If you have to 
be operated on for appendicitis, you have to bring the physician the thread 
for the stitches. Nevertheless, the new director of the Military Hospital 
recent exchanged his old car for a new Honda. The party gave it to him when 
he took over his new job. 


The economic crisis has brought hunger and crime into the streets. Managua is 
now a dangerous city. Robbery is common, and there are smuggled goods for 
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sale and a thriving black market on every corner. It is not unusual to find 
just about everything available at the Eastern Market, but at prices that the 
people cannot afford. 


This is the bottom line on the "Sandinist revolution." The "commanders," who 
initially duped the West with their talk of "political pluralism, a mixed 
economy and nonalignment," have betrayed that trust. Sandinism has turned 
Nicaragua into a one-party dictatorship, a country in ruins and a_ front-line 
pawn in the Soviet strategy for Central America. 


[Box, pp 118-119] 
An Impressive War Machine 


There is little left of those charismatic, eccentric guerrillas of 1977 and 
1978 who were trained in Cuba and were long-suffering, ingenious fighters. 
Sandinism has turned its 1,000 guerrillas into an army that makes its 
neighbors’ hair stand on end. In August 1978 there were 1,000 of them; by 
1979 there were more than 5,000, and according to today's estimates there are 
119,000, 


Sandinism has an army the size of Mexico's; the difference is that Mexico is 
15 times larger and has 25 times more people. All young people are obliged to 
serve for 2 years. At present 73 percent of 17- to 23-year olds are in the 
army. Only medical students, fathers of two children and the physically 
handicapped are exempt. 


This army, which did away with Somoza's 15,000 men, suffered about 2,000 
casualties in 1984, but the figure is declining by the day as they are 
increasingly better trained and armed. 


After the triumph of the revolution, Panamanian advisers turned the 
undisciplined guerrillas into a regular army. A few months later, however, 
the Managua government thanked the Panamanians for their services and replaced 
them with Cubans and Russians. This marked the beginning of the Sandinist 
People's Army's (EPS) real expansion. 


Trained at the Jinotega, Ocotal, Guadalupe and Guajacachillo camps, they 
currently have an infantry of 30,000 men divided into 10 regular battalions. 
In 1982, seeing how the war was going in the jungle, they set up the BLI's 
[Irregular Struggle Battalions] and the TGF's [Border Guard Troops], modeling 
them after Cuba's versions. They are made up of experts in guerrilla warfare 
who are highly skilled in the use of weapons such as Ak-47's or the "Dagunov" 
precision rifles for ambushes. 


The troops also include the Sandinist Police and the General Directorate of 
State Security (DGSE), whose 2,000 men, "experts" from the Pablo Ubede 
Battalion, are truly the regime's "SS." They and the reservists form 16% 
infantry battalions in all. The army's mission is to keep Nicaragua under 
control so that it can later "export its revolution" to neighboring countries, 
as the arms buildup continues thanks to Soviet aid. 
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In 1979 the Sandinists had only 20 World War II tanks that had been seized 
from Somoza; only 3 worked. The first T-55 arrived from the USSR in 1981; 
others followed, and in 1982 the first armored battalion was formed with men 
trained in Cuba and at the Ocotal, Quebradita and Tampisque bases. By 1984, 
there were 110 T-55 tanks in 5 battalions, and in less than 6 months the 
number is expected to rise to 150, Joaquin Cuadra, one of the commanders of 
the EPS, acknowledges. 


Moscow has also sent PT-76 light amphibious tanks outfitted with a /76- 
millimeter gun, which are ideal for combat in marshy land. In 1984 the 
Sandinists received more than 200 armored, artillery-armed troop-transport 
vehicles (BTR-60's and BTR-152's), along with modern reconnaissance and 
command vehicles such as the BRDM-2. The armored fleet can be considered 
operative as of late 1984. 


Artillery is still in somewhat short supply for these "guerrilla fighters" who 
have exchanged their sandals, bandannas and hunting rifles for uniforms, 
Russian helmets and the Cuban system of ranks and decorations. 


After taking power, the revolutionaries had only three 105-millimeter guns and 
several mortars seized from the National Guard. But that first year the first 
shipment of Zis-2 antitank guns and 100-millimeter D-30's arrived from the 
USSR; at the time they were superior, in caliber and quality, to any existing 
gun in Central America. In 1981 the 152-millimeter D-20 arrived, and in 1982 
the first BM-21 missiles, a modern version of the legendary "Organs of 
Stalin." In 1983 a special artillery (guns and missiles) brigade, 
headquartered in Managua and ready for deployment anywhere, was established. 


An engineers and communications battalion (consisting of 1,000 trucks from 
East Germany, 800 jeeps, 40 tank transports, 5 river ferries and 75 tank- 
trucks) rounds out the military hardware of the Sandinist People's Army. 


Moscow has also sent Managua several pieces of decontamination equipment and 
in 1982 high-quality communications intercept equipment, which has been 
installed at the Santa Maria, Punta Cabezas and Santa Rosa bases. 


The U.S. Government was inflexible from the start; it did not want fighter 
planes, the modern MIG—23's and MIG-24 "Foxbats," in Nicaragua. There are, 
however, special bases in Nicaragua that are outfitted for them, such as the 
one at Huete, which was built by the Cubans in the image and likeness of their 
Kawama base. 


All the Soviet aircraft can land at this base, 


The Sandinist Air Force (FAS) and Antiaircraft Defense (DAA) have some 2,000 
men to take care of the planes seized from Somoza (At-33a jets and Cessna 
337's). Cuba and the Warsaw Pact countries teday train the pilots and 
mechanics for these aircraft. Italian SF-260's arrived later from Libya, as 
did 2 Russian AN-24's. 


But the military's real "strength" is its helicopter fleet. Twelve MI-8's 
arrived in 1981; they are outfitted with rockets and "made their debut" in the 
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battle against the Miskitos. The MI-2 transport helicopters made their 
appearance on the battlefield later. Lastly, in 1984 the superb MI-24's, 
which have been described as veritable "tanks of the air," came on the scene, 
They are armored, armed with rockets and outfitted for chemical warfare (the 
Miskitos say that they have poisoned the waters in Zelaya del Sur and Rio 
Grande). Operating out of Managua, Punta Huete, Esteli, Montelimar, La Rosita 
and Bluefields, they are used in particular for jungle combat. 


The Russians fly them in Afghanistan, and they are said to be piloted by 
Cubans in Nicaragua. 


EW/GCI radar equipment in Esteli and Toro Blanco round out the air force. In 
addition, the Sandinists have some 300 SAM-7 antiaircraft missiles and a very 
small, 1,000-man navy comprising a wide variety of patrol boats from France, 
the USSR, North Korea and Cuba. 


[Box, pp 122-123] 
The Struggle Against the Dictatorship 


It is difficult to know exactly how many men are battling the Managua regime. 
The "“contras," who are tight-lipped about the subject, say 25,000, but the 
real figure is thought to be around 18,000. 


ARDE [Democratic Revolutionary Alliance], the group headed by Eden Pastora, 
"Commander Zero," operated until ¢ few months ago out of Costa Rica, the 
country that the Sandinists used to attack Somoza in 1978 and 1979. To the 
north, in Honduras, the men of UNO, which comprises several groups, the 
strongest being the FDN [Nicaraguan Democratic Front], and the Miskitos launch 
attacks on the Sandinist troops. 


The contras initially got help from several Somoza guardsmen, who generally 
served as instructors. But the opponents of the Sandinists were not the only 
ones who recruited former members of the National Guard. Bernardino Larios, a 
guard general, was Sandinist defense minister until he was succeeded by 
Humberto Ortega. Larios spent time in Sandinist jails on spy charges even 
though he had abandoned Anastasio Somoza and fought to topple him. 


Young people, most of them peasants and students, dissidents and boys avoiding 
the compulsory military service make up the contras' ranks, fighting without 
any pay (only married men are given some small aid for their families) and 
receiving little food and clothing. 


There are currently 130,000 Nicaraguan refugees in Honduras, and they 
represent a real breeding ground for the guerrillas who are fighting an 
increasingly unsuccessful battle on uneven terms with the Sandinist Army. The 
contras receive instruction on human rights. Commanding officers try to get 
their subordinates to obey them in combat, but occasionally they do not. In 
any event, UNO is paying special attention to this issue at present, and 
computers are being used at the main office in Tegucigalpa to store "file— 
reports” on the issue. 
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The contras, who have exchanged their blue uniforms for green ones, are up 
against a serious obstacle when undertaking military operations: the lack of 
teamwork among the various groups. Eden Pastora wages his war all alone. And 
the Miskitos fight alone on their lands along the Atlantic Coast. One hundred 
Sioux warriors, headed by their leader Russell Means, have just arrived to 
help them. The American "redskins" are already battling the Sandinists in the 
jungle. 


In conclusion, the men in UNO, the best coordinated group, are now trying, 
with the aid they hope to receive from the United States, to liberate a wide 
area of their country and set up a provisional government there. So _ far, 
their logistics have failed them (they have been unable to supply their troops 
inside Nicaragua), inasmuch as they are in a position of numerical and 
tactical inferiority vis-a-vis the EPS, 
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17? July 1986 


PANAMA 


SOCIALIST PARTIES INTERPRET TIMES REPORTING ON NORIEGA 
PA160440 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Jun 86 p 1-A 
[By Jose Quintero De Leon] 


[Text] The Workers Socialist Party (PST) said through a statement signed by 
leader Virgilio Arauz: “We do not believe that THE NEW YORK TIMES has 
discovered anything new, because the PST and the Panamanian people have 
reported situations that are much more compromising for General Noriega and 
his entire general staff.” 


As an example of this, the PST said that the general and his staff acted as 
agents for the imperialists in the imposition of the Torrijos-Carter treaties, 
which are the legal basis for the US effort to perpetually maintain control 
over the Canal Zone. The PST has also accused the general and his staff of 
being responsible for our people's hunger and poverty, of turning the people 
over to the IMF to pay an illegal debt, and of cutting back on important 
achievements made by the labor, student, peasant, and Indian movements. 


The PST also accused the general of curtailing democratic liberties and not 
respecting human rights, adding that it is not involved with the so-called 
“opposition,” which in a cowardly manner is now seeking a “new investigation” 
without establishing a clear position in regard to the military regime, 
because they are equally committed to Noriega's plan to implement repression 
and poverty, and are willing to sit down at the same table to “dialogue” or 
arrive at a national agreement of reconciliation with the general staff. 


Regarding the regime's survival, the Socialists said that a NEW YORK TIMES 
statement will not topple the regime. The PST warned that the only way to 
change our situation is to force the resignation of the National Guard general 
staff and the entire government, that the only way to make them resign is to 
hold a general strike, and that the leaders of this struggle should govern the 
country temporarily and establish a free, democratic, and sovereign 
constituent assembly that will reorganize the country. 


PRT: Warning of a New Political Alternative 
Meanwhile, Dr Egbert Wetherborne, general secretary of the Revolutionary Party 


of the Workers (PRT), said he is convinced that it is not possible to analyze 
THE NEW YOUR TIMES report independently of the Panamanian national conflict, 
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which involves U.S. international interests that are described by that 
government as strategic. 


Wetherborne discussed this idea from the point of view that the type of 
information the newspaper highlighted yesterday is an effort to discredit 
governments that make the slightest criticism of U.S. foreign policy. In this 
case, he said, its policy toward Contadora. 


In Wetherborne's opinion, it is Strange that intelligence information only 
leaks out when it is highly advantageous for the United States, and it is done 
in such a way that it does not affect the ability of Reagan or the Pentagon to 
maneuver. Thus, the United States “will always have winning cards to play.” 


On the Panamanian opposition's role, Wetherborne pointed out that the 
importance of such reports within our society result from the regrettable 
antisovereign fact that the traditional blocs disputing political power have 
turned to U.S. intervention in order to establish a balance of inter-sectorial 
forces (Opposition-UNADE [National Democratic Union]). 


“This is evidence,” Wetherborne concluded, “of the essence of both sectors, 
and it should alert the large majorities of the need for a new democratic- 
popular political alternative.” In the end, he said, none of the sectors 
represent a substantial economic, social, or political change, regardless of 
how much they say. 


PP: Another U.S. Maneuver Against the Treaties 


Ruben Dario Souze, secretary general of the People's Party [PP], said that THE 
NEW YORK TIMES report could be looked at from various angles if the U.S. 
Government were not obviously interested in remaining in Panama to dominate 
the canal as well as to militarily occupy our territory, despite the Torri jos- 
Carter Treaties. 


For Souza, the opinions stated in the newspaper in question are the opinions 
of the people governing the United States today. These opinions do not 
address moral issues or correct actions. They only take advantage of the 
international antidrug-trafficking, antiterrorism, and anticommunist 
atmosphere that exists, to create situations that favor the United States. 


"This of course, is a U.S. maneuver aimed at swaying the National Guard 
officers, among them Gen Noriega, who have adopted an attitude in regard to 
the outcome of the Torrijos-Carter Treaties that we consider patriotic because 
it expresses the desire of the majority of the Panamanian people” to be the 
full owners of their territory and its strategic position,” Souza said. 


Souza warns that we must understand the roots of the problem and not waste 
time with unimportant issues at this time. Regarding the drug problem, he 
pointed out that if the United States wants to correct the conduct of any 
official, there are channels through which this can be done at some other 
time. 
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Souza regretted that the response given by the officers of the National Guard 
and the PRD [Wemocratic Revolutionary Party] was so reserved that it tended to 
conceal what is happening from the Panamanian people and make the Yankee 
imperialists’ maneuvers seem innocent. In this regard he said that it is 
generally believed that this campaign has been caused by the oligarchs using 
the imperialists in their quest for power, when what is actually happening is 
the opposite; it is the imperialists who are taking advantage of the 
confrontation between the political sectors seeking power. They are using the 
oligarchs and will take advantage of the results to maintain their domination 
over Panama, despite the Torrijos-Carter Treaties. “That is the root of the 
issue,” he said. 
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1? July 1986 


URUGUAY 


IGLESIAS DISCUSSES DEBT, DISCRIMINATORY' TRADE POLICIES 
Buenos Aires EL PERIODISTA in Spanish 11-17 Apr 86 p 36 


[Interview with Enrique Iglesias, Uruguayan foreign minister, in Montevideo, 
by Rosana Lirola; date not given] 


[Text] The Uruguayan foreign minister talked with EL PERIODISTA in Montevideo 
about the subjects that mark out the continent's present crossroads: the foreign 
debt, trade discrimination and the first signs of a common political will. 


[Question] Your country was host to the last meeting of the Cartagena 
Consensus held at the end of February in Punta del Este. How do you evaluate 
the advance of the Latin American debtors’ group towards the proposed 
objectives? 


[Answer] The Cartagena Consensus is above all a rather heterogeneous group 
with regard to the volume and origin of the debts of each country, so one 
cannot assume that there will be a total identity of positions among the eleven 
members. In any event, what comes through clearly is that the Consensus 
achieved a basic unity with regard to common problems that cause us concern; 
that position was maintained and is still being maintained. The Consensus does 
not want to be a debtors’ club that will negotiate collectively, but it does 
want to be a debtors' club that tries to improve the international setting 
within which each country negotiates its debts individually. This objective 
has been consolidated because the degree of communication and organization 

that exists today, not only through the Consensus but also between individual 


members, is really very high. 





[Question] The decline in international prices for raw materials nas become 
an essential factor in the setting within which the Latin American debtors 


have to negotiate. 


[Answer] Actually, this has been a persistent phenomenon since the beginning 
of the 1980s. Prices have fallen, they have not recovered, and they have 
affected us severely. Our reaction is aimed at denouncing this situation, 
without our ignoring the complexity of the problem. The price decline is 
certainly not a simple phenomenon to analyze. Behind it there are in some 
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cases unjust traditional relations between North and South, but there are 
also factors peculiar to the macroeconomy of the Northern countries that 
affect those prices, and what is very important, in some specific cases there 
are also certain structural problems that have to do with the rise of 
conservationist policies or a reduced use of raw materials in the indus- 
trialized countries. Facing the facts, we have stated that to the extent that 
the macroeconomic policy of the central countries changes in certain funda- 
mental aspects, prices should tend to rise, or at least improve. As long as 
this does not occur we are protesting against protectionism. This is a way 

of trying to palliate the effect of declining prices by means of the quantita- 
tive increase of our exports. We have protested also about the discriminatory 
treatment that some of our raw materials suffer in the world. Presidents 
Alfonsin and Sanguinetti made this a central point at their recent meeting 

and we will continue protesting. Unfortunately in many ways we are voices 
crying in the wilderness, but it is the only way we should act. I hope that 
this year there will be some further movements tending to bring about joint 
action that may provide some bargaining power on this point too within this 
unjust situation. 


[Question] What is expected this year in this regard? 


[Answer] We are thinking over what kind of collective actions we might 
envisage in this matter. The subject of declining prices is a very old one 
and everything that has been done in recent years is frustrating. The collapse 
of OPEC--which was perhaps the most successful producers’ cartel--is a 
particularly clear example of how difficult it is to impose order in markets 
for raw materials. I cannot tell you anything specific in advance, but I 
might tell you that we are concerned and thinking that something will have 
to be done in this matter so as to at least make ourselves felt in a more 
striking way. Above all I would tell you that it is a matter of trying to 
link the matter of raw material prices to the problem of interest rates and 
the payment of the debt. 


[Question] Uruguay has finalized the renegotiation of its debt with a 12-year 
agreement, four years of grace and relatively favorable interest rates. What 
is your government's position with regard to the foreign debt? 


[Answer] The problem basically is to honor our commitments. Uruguay has 
always had that as a starting point and will continue to do so. From another 
viewpoint we do not want our foreign debt payments to compromise our develop- 
ment, that is to say to establish a limit on foreign payments that is compati- 
ble with growth for our economy. I think this was achieved, that the 
negotiation by our economy minister was very good in conventional terms, in 
terms of what could be obtained. But we are aware that this is not enough and 
that servicing the debt is a permanent bloodletting for our capacity for 
development. This will be solved only when there is a decline in interest 
rates to historic levels and when the terms of trade make a recovery. If this 
comes about, the debt question for Uruguay will be simply a cash problem. As 
long as it does not come about we will continue administrating the problem but 
we could hardly say that we are solving it. 
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[Question] You have spent many years of your career on Latin American 
problems. What is your view of the process toward integration above and 
beyond the rhetoric in which this subject is usually enveloped? 


[Answer] I sincerely believe that the most important thing is to strengthen 
Latin American unity. I think we have to organize ourselves, organize our 
purchasing power abroad and our capacity to react when we are the target of 
reprisals and exclusion. Furthermore we should organize ourselves to foment 
to the maximum economic cooperation within Latin America. That is the only 
sensible thing. We are aware that individually we are of too little 
significance in world trade to have power on our own, but we are also aware 
that if we act in unity we may start out from a position of greater strength. 


[Question] Is there any concrete sign of progress in this field? 


[Answer] I think so. The experience of Contadora and of Cartagena shows 
that there is a growing solidarity among the countries of the region with 
regard to subjects as important as the ones that mobilized those groups. 
Why couldn't we act with similar solidarity in the business field? We have 
to continue exploring. 


[Question] What results have been achieved so far with the Argentine- 
Uruguayan Economic Cooperation Convention (CAUCE)? 


[Answer] A very important door of communication has been opened between 
Uruguay and Argentina. The two countries naturally complement each other and 
this is good for both of them. The important thing is to unlock business 
forces so that the trade balance should rise to a much higher level than the 
present one. The Colonia agreements have not in any way meant an invasion of 
our products into Argentina, on the contrary trade has been favorable to 
Argentina, and this is a demonstration that we are working on firm bases, on 
a two-way street. 


[Question] What is the orientation at this time of Uruguayan foreign policy 
towards its big neighbors, Brazil and Argentina, which have alsc been 
involved recently in democratic processes? 


[Answer] Fortunately we have the very best relations with Argentina and 
Brazil. We have avoided any temptation to swing like a pendulum towards one 
or the other because I think such tendencies are anachronistic and senseless. 
We think that our intense and growing relations with Argentina are perfectly 
compatible with intense and growing relations with Brazil. We have found that 
democracy has allowed all this. We have a constant dialogue not only between 
the foreign ministers but also between presidents Sanguinetti, Alfonsin and 
Sarney. I think this introduces a new element, a product of democracy that 
strengthens the presence of these Atlantic countries in the context of Latin 
America and the world. It is worth recalling that few places in the world 
have such peaceful and integrated borders as Uruguay's borders with Argentina 
and Brazil. This is a fact of peace that is sometimes overlooked, but that 
demonstrates the degree of maturity attained by the relations between our 
people. 
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1? July 1986 


URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


POLL ON MILITARY AMNESTY--Montevideo, 26 Jun (AFP)--A poll published 
today by the independent weekly BUSQUEDA revealed that two-thirds of 
Montevideo's inhabitants disapprove of the Uruguayan Government granting 
amnesty to military men charged with violating human rights during the 
de facto regime. The poll's results were released almost simultaneously 
with an official announcement stating that the government will promote 
amnesty for the military men, excluding those officers who acted on 

their own account. The poll--sampling 1.5 million Montevideo inhabitants 
(half of Uruguay's population)--showed that 66 percent of the people 
oppose pardoning the military men, 9 percent approve pardoning the men, 

3 percent are neutral, and 22 percent did not answer the question. In 
addition, 73 percent of the people polled stated that the civilian 

courts are qualified to review the charges of crimes against humanity 
filed with the courts, and only 6 percent approved of the military cour’s. 
[Text] [Paris AFP in Spanish 1524 GMT 26 Jun 86] /12640 


SEREGNI ON AMNiSTY--Liber Seregni, president of the Uruguayan Broad Front, 
has said in Montevideo that this leftist political coalition beleives 
that it is impossible that an amnesty will be issued in favor of those 
who violated human rights during the military regime without first being 
tried. [Text] [Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 

22 Jun 86] /12640 
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VENEZUELA 


VENEZUELA-USSR SCIENTIFIC-CULTURAL AGREEMENT SIGNED 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 13 May 86 p 1-15 


[Text] The governments of Venezuela and the Soviet Union have agreed on a 
cultural and scientific exchange program for the 1986-1988 period, within 

the framework of the Basic Cultural, Scientific and Technological Coopera- 
tion Agreement signed by both nations in 1975. 


The program agreement was signed in the "Casa Amarilla" by the director of 
cultural relations of the MRE [Ministry of Foreign Affairs], Pedro Francisco 
Lizardo, and the USSR's ambassador to Venezuela, Ivan Vialias. 


The document states that both governments will promote cooperation between 
the two nations' organizations in the fields of culture, the arts, radio, 
television, technical-scientific cooperation, and language dissemination. 


In the field of culture and the arts, both governments propose to promote 
the participation of dance and music soloists and groups at festivals and 
exhibitions. In addition, the Soviet Union has pledged to send to Venezuela 
specialists who will take part in art, music, dance, theater, and plastic 
arts schools and workshops. 


They will also exchange information related to the structure and operations 
of their libraries and document conservation systems, as well as on the 
automation of their community library and information services. They will 
supply bibliographic and audiovisual materials to be placed in their respec- 
tive libraries. 


In the field of film and television, both countries will contribute so that 
their films may participate in international festivals held in their respec- 
tive territories. In addition, they will also support the organization of 
a Venezuelan film week in the USSR and a Soviet film week in Venezuela. 


In the area of technical and scientific cooperation, the USSR will each 


year award 45 scholarships to Venezuelan citizens to pursue advanced stu- 
dies in the fields of health, agriculture, fishing and mining. 
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Cooperation will also be promoted between scientific research organizations 
and higher education institutions of the two nations. They will provide each 
other with information on scientific conferences and congresses held in 

their respective nations, and will exchange scientific and technological 
publications. 


Finally, both governments will support the study and dissemination of the 
Spanish language in the USSR and of Russian in Venezuela. 
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VENEZUELA 


CONGRESSMEN ON GULF OF VENEZUELA DISPUTE, OTHER ISSUES 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 27 May 86 p 1-12 
[Column: "Parliamentary Round” by Jorge Villalba] 


[Excerpts] Virgilio Barco's victory in Colombia's presidential election could 
pose a real threat to Venezuela because of his hard line on the delimita- 
tion of maritime and underwater boundaries in the Gulf of Venezuela, the 
chairman of the foreign policy committee of the Chamber of Deputies, Oswaldo 
Alvarez Paz, said yesterday. 


When asked his opinion about the results of the Colombian elections, Alvarez 
Paz said that he was concerned about the position that the new chief execu- 
tive might take, given his stance on this issue during the election cam- 


paign. 


"Virgilio Barco's victory poses a definite threat to Venezuela, as the 
proposals he has made on the Gulf issue represent a radical change in the 
position of the Colombian government toward that claim. During his campaign, 
he said that bilateral negotiations had come to a dead end, and he spoke 
explicitly of mediation formulas, arbitration, and even of resorting directly 
to the World Court in The Hague," he said. 


The chairman of the foreign policy committee of the lower chamber further 
observed that this was the major plank in the platform put together by the old 
liberal group, in contrast to the position taken by the new liberals led by 
Luis Carlos Galan. This led to Carlos Galan's defeat by Barco, because of 

his [Carlos Galan's] more conciliatory position toward Venezuela. 


Alvarez Paz also pointed out that the defeated conservative candidate, 

Alvaro Gomez Hurtado, had constantly maintained that the problem of the 
delimitation of marine and underwater boundaries with Venezuela should be re- 
solved in an amicable manner, as fortunately neither country's economy depends 
substantially on the supposed resources contained in those waters. 


"I have no reason to doubt Virgilio Barco's ability to handle Colombia's 


domestic problems, as he is a competent and experienced technocrat. My con- 
cern is solely about the course that relations with Venezuela may take 
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concerning this dispute," he said in response to a question on his 
expectations in regard to Colombia's new president-elect. 


"This means that we in Venezuela must have leaders with very clear and 
definite positions regarding that basic problem," he added. 


Concerning President Belisario Betancur's administration and its possible 
impact on Sunday's election outcome, Alvarez Paz noted that Betancur will 
go down in history "as a soldier of peace, who despite his faults and mis- 
takes, worked to bring peace to his country and fought against drug traffic 
and consumption." 


"I sincerely believe that he is leaving Colombia with fewer problems than 
he found and with clearly defined policies. I hope that the new president 
will continve his achievements..." 


Citgo Case Continues 


The president of PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleum, Inc], Brigido Natera, will 
appear Wednesday morning at 1030 before the Senate's energy and mines com- 
mittee to report in detail on the negotiations that PDVSA is conducting with 
the U.S. firm, Southland, for the acquisition of half the stock portfolio 

of the Citgo refinery. 


On Wednesday afternoon the parliamentary committee chaired by Senator 
Valmore Acevedo Amaya will also hear the technical staff that represented 
the state oil firm in these negotiations, which have been questioned by the 
chairman of the congressional comptrollers' committee. The negotiations are 
also the target of an inquiry ordered by President Lusinchi. 


Padron: Concerned 


Incidentally, the chairman of the comptrollers' committee, Deputy Paciano 
Padron, yesterday expressed his support for the inquiry the chief of state 
has requested into the Citgo negotiations, but he did not fail to state his 
concern because the president had categorically said that the contract would 
not be subject to revision while the case is under investigation. 


"It does concern me--and I want to make this clear ina very responsible 
manner--that the president has not shown himself to be receptive to my other 
request--to keep the contract from being signed before the matter of the pre- 
sumed swindle has been cleared up. Several months ago the Southland Corpora- 
tion and PDVSA reached agreement on contracts and sent reciprocal letters of 
intent, but they have not yet signed the contracts. That is scheduled to 
take place soon. But in my view, it should not be done until everything 

has been fully cleared up." 


"If not, what is the point of the investigation--if the letters of intent, 
the proposed contract, and the price of the stock are not to be revised? 
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Therefore, I have asked the congressional energy and mines committees to 
urge the directors of PDVSA not to sign the final contract with Southland 
until it has been established without a shadow of doubt that there is no 
240 percent surcharge in the negotiations,” he added. 


The Comptroller and Justices 


This afternoon in a joint congressional session, five Supreme Court justices 
and the new Comptroller General of Venezuela, replacing Dr Ricardo Sillery 
Lopez de Ceballos, are to be appointed. 


As has already been announced, the Supreme Court justices are: Roberto Yepes 
Boscan, replacing Dr Helena Fierro; Cipriano Heredia Angulo, Jose Aqustin 
Mendez, Carlos Trejo Padilla, and Gonzalo Rodriguez Corro. The latter four 
are being confirmed in their posts. 


Dr Jose Ramon Medina will be named to the post of Comptroller General of 
Venezuela. Like the justices, he was chosen by consensus of the congressional 
majority parties, AD [Democratic Action] and COPEI [Social Christian Party]. 


Brief News Items 


The president of the Chamber of Deputies, Leonardo Ferrer, yesterday met in 
his office with the vice president of the National Citizens Assembly of 
Chile, Professor Patricio Basso. Ferrer and Professor Basso discussed the 
efforts of Chile's social organizations to restore democracy, and the time 
period given the Pinochet government to respond--before 31 May--to a docu- 
ment entitled "Chile Appeals,” which contains the people's most heartfelt 
aspirations. 


The advisory committee appointed by the Senate's economic committee to 
investigate alleged irregularities in wheat imports has been sworn in. Its 
members are: Drs Jose Juan Rodriguez Ledezma, Rosellano Ojeda, Ricardo 
Arroyo, Edgar Lanz, Raul Allegret, and Ana Guevara de Marcano, representing 
the majority parties in congress. The chairman of the parliamentary com- 
mittee, Senator Angel Reinado Ortega, yesterday met with the vice president 
for commerce of SIDOR [Orinoco Iron and Steelworks], Rafael Angel Carrasquel, 
who gave that state enterprise's reaction to the export bill presented to 
congress by AVEZ [Venezual Export Association]. 





Members of ASOPARQUE [Association of Property Owners and Residents of Central 
Park] went to the administration and services committee of congress to re- 
quest an investigation of reports of violations of horizontal property laws, 
abuses by CSB authorities against residents claiming their rights, and other 
irregularities affecting their community. 
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JPRS-LAM=86-062 
1? July 1986 


VENEZUELA 


JUDGE INVOLVED IN CUBAN AIRLINER CASE THREATENED 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 30 May 86 p D-28 


[Excerpt] Criminal Court Judge XI, Alberto Perez Marcano, has received 
telephone threats from persons who called not only the court but als his 
home, and told him--to frighten him--that they knew all his movements and 
details of where he had been seen at various times. 


The judge, who is now hearing the Cuban airliner case, was unwilling to give 
reporters any details, but it can not be denied that he was forced to request 
protection from the DISIP [Directorate of Intelligence and Prevention], and 
yesterday bodyguards were stationed at the door of his office in the Univer- 
sity building. 


Some persons had recommended that he ask for protection as soon as the case 
was sent to him from Superior Court VII, after Criminal Court Judge XxIII, 
Erick Pastor Pavrenz, was removed from the case. 


Alberto Perez Marcano, who was formerly an investigating judge and has been 
president of the College of Attorneys of the Federal District, did not want 
to be accompanied by bodyguards in public, but after the telephone calls he 
was forced to request protection. 


Although it has not been said that the callers specifically mentioned any 
particular case, everyone believes that the calls are related to the Cuban 
airliner case, which was revived at the beginning of this week when the de- 
fendants, Orlando Bosch, Hernan Ricardo and Freddy Lugo, who had been refu- 
Sing to attend hearings of this case for the past 2 years came to hear the 
charges when the prosecutors asked that they be sentenced to 30 years in 
prison for homicide and treason, for the death of the 73 occupants of the 
Cuban airliner which crashed on 6 Octoberl976, 10 minutes after taking off 
from Barbados. 


After the prosecutors had stated that they opposed the delaying exception 
based on the alleged lack of jurisdiction of the court because the crimes 
did not actually take place within Venezuela--claiming that the deed had 
been planned in Venezuela--and after the defendants and their attorneys had 














agreed to waive the presentation of evidence, Judge Perez Marcano said 
yesterday that, starting on 28 May, after 10 hearings had been held and 
evidence had been introduced, the court will issue its ruling and will then 
begin to hold the 20 hearings required for the court to reach a decision. 
As 20 hearings are normally held in the courts when there are no intervening 
holidays, this means a period of 1 month, but as this is a case which has 
about 40 parts, including annexes, the judge said that it may take another 
20 hearings before a decision can be reached. This means that, if nothing 
else happens, there could be a decision on the Cuban airliner sabotage case 
during the first 2 weeks of August, shortly before the start of the judi- 
Cial recess. 
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